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New Developments in Digital Signature in Argentina

On June 8, 2006, the Argentine government passed decree N° 724, modifying law N° 25.506
which governs the use of digital signatures. The changesin the law facilitate the use of digital
signature to verify legal documents, make the Government a Certifying Entity and extend the use
to government entities. This modification takes Digital Signatures one step closer to becoming a
reality in Argentinain the near future. The Government is expected to complete the entire
regulatory framework as soon as the final implementation procedures are drawn up and
published.

Argentine law has accepted digital signatures since early 2004, with the requirement that
they are verified by a certified licensor. The recent changesin the law allow entities of the
National Government to act as license certifiers and issue certificates for government officials or
private individuals, and establish conditions for use of digital signatures between public
organizations and the community.

This decree also eliminates the requirement that each entity with the authority to certify
digital signatures be backed by liability insurance. Given this deregulation of certifying entities,
the law now also allows each actor in digitally verified transactions to request the use of a
specific certifying entity by the digital assigneesinvolved.

Digital signature technology refers to a collection of datathat serves to guarantee the
identity of the assignee and integrity of the document. The digital signature technology uses
standardized information and formatting allowing each signature to be legally verified and
connected to back-up records held for each assignee.

The changesin the law, passed in early July of 2006, will facilitate the expansion of the
digital signatures as the norm for legally recognized activity in the public and private sphere.

For More Information

The U.S. Commercial Service in Buenos Aires can be contacted via e-mail at: silvia.yaber@mail.doc.gov Phone:
5411-5777-4325; Fax: 5411-5777-4203 or visit our website: www.buyusa.gov/your office.
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With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service of
the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help U.S.
companies sell their products and services worldwide. Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist in the
U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/.
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Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal
advice.
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