AQISQ and CNCA Announces Postponement of CCC Mark Enforcement

China’s State General Administration of Quality Supervision and Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) and Certification and Accreditation Administration (CNCA) published today (April 25, 2003) at its website: www.cnca.gov.cn the Announcement No. 38 postponing the mandatory enforcement date of the CCC Mark from May 1, 2003 to August 1, 2003. The decision was made on April 23, 2003.

The Announcement No. 38 (2003)

The Announcement reads, “This is to announce that, out of some objective reasons, the compulsory product certification process of application, sample delivery and factory inspection has been impacted, it is hereby decided to postpone the mandatory date of the compulsory product certification from May 1st 2003 to August 1st 2003.  During this period, applicants are encouraged to do online applications; those who have already obtained certificates can purchase labels by mail order from the Label Dispersion Center.”

Mail Order CCC Mark Labels

CNCA also posted on its website the procedures to mail order CCC Mark Labels as follows:

1. the applicant fax a copy of its CCC certificate and label purchasing application to the Label Dispersion Management Center at fax numbers: 8610 8563-3686 or 8610 8561-9049;

2. Upon receipt of the fax from the applicant, the Label Dispersion Management Center will fax a copy of an invoice (payment notification) to the applicant;

3. the applicant can then wire transfer money to the payee according to the information contained in the invoice (name of payee, bank account and total amount payable);

4. after receipt of payment, the Label Dispersion Management Center will mail the labels to the applicant.

Industry Sources Indicate SARS Causes the Delay

Industry sources believe that SARS is the major reason for this delay.  As Beijing is one of the cities most seriously affected by SARS, officials from China Quality Center (CQC), which is designated by CNCA to handle applications and factory inspection in relation to CCC mark system, have experienced problems traveling out of China to conduct factory inspection. The Commercial Service in Beijing (CS-Beijing) learned that CNCA is requesting about 20 foreign certification bodies it has worked with in the past to conduct factory inspection on behalf of CNCA.

CS-Beijing believes that this postponement of CCC mark enforcement is good for both CNCA and the industry. CNCA will have more time to address some of issues raised by industry and improve the implementation process while industry has gained more time to familiarize themselves with the CCC mark system and be better prepare for the CCC Mark application in the future.

