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WiFi Technology, Georgia

TELECOMMUNICATION AND POSTAL SERVICES IN GEORGIA ARE

REGULATED BY AN INDEPENDENT, SELF FINANCED BODY, THE

GEORGIAN NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (GNCC), WHICH

WAS CREATED BY THE PASSAGE OF A LAW ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS

AND POST IN JULY 1999.  THE PRESIDENT OF GEORGIA APPOINTS

THREE COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING THE CHAIRMAN, FOR A SIX-YEAR

TERM.  THE COMMISSION IS AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE, STOP, AND

WITHDRAW LICENSES TO ANY INDIVIDUALS AND LEGAL ENTITIES, AND

MONITOR COMPLIANCE WITH LICENSE TERMS.  THE COMMISSION SETS

UP SERVICE FEES FOR LICENSE HOLDERS, SETS UP AND DISTRIBUTES

THE SPECTRUM OF RADIO FREQUENCIES, REGULATES INTERCONNECTION

OF THE TELECOMMUNICATION NETWORKS, AND PROVIDES

CERTIFICATION, STANDARDIZATION AND METROLOGY SERVICES.

2.  ACCORDING TO THE GEORGIAN LEGISLATION, THE USE OF

FREQUENCIES FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES ARE SUBJECT TO LICENSING.

ACCORDING TO ITU (INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION)

RECOMMENDATIONS, USE OF 2.4 GHZ AND 5 GHZ BANDS ARE NOT

SUBJECT TO LICENSING IN GEORGIA. GNCC ISSUES A ONE-YEAR

PERMIT FOR NON-COMMERCIAL USERS OF THESE HIGH FREQUENCIES.

FOR THE COMMERCIAL USE OF THESE RANGES, A PERMIT IS ISSUED

TO A DATA TRANSMISSION AND INTERNET SERVICE LICENSE HOLDER

FOR A PERIOD OF ITS LICENSE VALIDITY.

3.  ACCORDING TO THE HEAD OF THE TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE

NGCC, THESE FREQUENCIES ALLOW SEVERAL USERS TO OPERATE

SIMULTANEOUSLY.  UNDER A ONE-YEAR FREE PERMIT ISSUED FOR

THESE RANGES, GNCC DOES NOT ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR

POSSIBLE OVERLAPS OR CUT-OFFS IN THE NETWORK.  TO DATE, FOUR

PERMITS HAVE BEEN ISSUED IN THE 2.4 GHZ RANGE FOR INTERNET

SERVICE AND DATA TRANSMISSION LICENSE HOLDERS AND GOVERNMENT

ORGANIZATIONS.  ONLY ONE PERMIT HAS BEEN ISSUED FOR THE 5

GHZ RANGE.  THE RECIPIENT OF A PERMIT IS EXCLUDED FROM A

REGULATORY FEE OF 1% THAT IS APPLIED TO LICENSE HOLDERS.

EQUIPMENT THAT IS USED FOR THIS RANGE IN GEORGIA IS MADE BY

CISCO.

4.  THERE ARE NO SEPARATE ALLOCATIONS FOR INDOOR AND OUTDOOR

USE OF WI-FI AND SIMILAR WIRELESS TECHNOLOGIES, IF THEY DO

NOT OVERLAP OTHER FREQUENCIES.  ACCORDING TO GEORGIAN

LEGISLATION, ANY DEVICE THAT WORKS ON HIGH FREQUENCIES

REQUIRES REGISTRATION FROM THE GNCC.  THIS PROCEDURE

INCLUDES ISSUING SAFETY CONCLUSIONS BY THE MINISTRY OF

LABOR, HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY, MINISTRY OF URBANIZATION

AND CONSTRUCTION, MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT.  THE LATTER IS

INVOLVED IF THE DEVICE IS TO BE INSTALLED ON THE PROPERTY OF

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

------------------------------------

PERMITS FOR NON-COMMERCIAL PURPOSES:

------------------------------------

5.  WI-FI SYSTEMS CAN BE USED WITHOUT A LICENSE IN GEORGIA

IF THE SYSTEM IS INTENDED FOR NON-COMMERCIAL PURPOSES.  GNCC

ISSUES PERMITS AND REGISTRATION TO THE LEGAL ENTITIES AND

ORGANIZATIONS FOR INTERNAL USE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS FOR NON-

COMMERCIAL PURPOSES.  THE BY-LAW ON PERMITS AND REGISTRATION

OF 2001 SETS UP PROCEDURES FOR ISSUING PERMITS AND

REGISTRATION OF ACTIVITIES NOT SUBJECT TO LICENSING.

PERMITS ARE ISSUED FOR A ONE-YEAR TERM FOR THE FOLLOWING

TELECOMMUNICATIONS RELATED ACTIVITIES: DESIGNING,

CONSTRUCTION, MANUFACTURING, UTILIZATION, OPERATION, AND

IMPORTING AND SELLING RADIO ELECTRONICS AND HIGH FREQUENCY

DEVICES.  A PERMIT IS ALSO REQUIRED FOR UTILIZATION OF THE

RADIO DISPATCH FOR INTERNAL TECHNICAL PURPOSES.  THIS PERMIT

IS ISSUED FOR THE TERM OF VALIDITY OF THE OPERATIONAL

LICENSEE FOR UTILIZATION OF RADIO DISPATCH.  PERMITS ARE

ALSO ISSUED TO DATA TRANSMISSION AND INTERNET SERVICE

LICENSE HOLDERS FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES FOR THE DURATION OF

THEIR OPERATIONAL LICENSE.  GNCC ISSUES PERMITS AND

REGISTRATION WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER AN APPLICATION IS

RECEIVED.

6.  DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR OBTAINING A PERMIT INCLUDE AN

APPLICATION THAT SHOULD INDICATE THE TYPE OF PERMIT TO BE

ISSUED.  ALSO, PHYSICAL PERSONS NEED TO INCLUDE THE

FOLLOWING INFORMATION: NAME, DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH, HOME

AND WORK ADDRESSES.  LEGAL ENTITIES/ORGANIZATIONS/MISSIONS

ARE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE: NAME, ADDRESS, AND LEGAL STATUS.

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED BASED ON THE TYPE OF THE

PERMIT REQUESTED:

  -    PERMIT FOR DESIGNING AND/OR CONSTRUCTION WORKS: A COPY

     OF APPROPRIATE LICENSE. TO OBTAIN A DESIGNING LICENSE AN

     APPLICANT SHOULD ALSO PRESENT A COPY OF HIS ID CARD.  A COPY

     OF THE DOCUMENTS ON STATE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THE

     CONSTRUCTION PERMIT;

  -    PERMIT FOR MANUFACTURING/ASSEMBLING OF THE DEVICES:

     BUSINESS PLAN IS REQUIRED;

  -    PERMIT FOR UTILIZATION AND OPERATION OF FREQUENCIES:

     CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH EUROPEAN ATSI STANDARD.

     (GEORGIA IS CURRENTLY HARMONIZING ITS TELECOMMUNICATION

     STANDARDS WITH EUROPEAN STANDARDS.);

  -    PERMIT FOR IMPORTING TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES: A

     STATEMENT IS REQUIRED INDICATING THE PURPOSE, TYPE OF THE

     DEVICE(S), QUANTITY OF EACH TYPE, RANGE OF FREQUENCIES THIS

     PRODUCT WORKS WITH, INVOICE, AND A CERTIFICATE THAT

     INDICATES THAT THE PRODUCT MEETS EUROPEAN ATSI STANDARDS;

  -    PERMIT FOR SELLING TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT: AN

     APPLICANT NEEDS TO INDICATE THE TYPE OF THE DEVICE(S) AND

     QUANTITY;

  -    PERMIT FOR UTILIZATION OF THE RADIO DISPATCH: PLAN ON

     THE INTEROPERATION OF ELECTROMAGNETIC FREQUENCIES.

------------------------------

REGISTRATION OF WI-FI DEVICES:

------------------------------

7.  THE LAW REQUIRES THAT ALL DEVISES OPERATING ON HIGH

FREQUENCY ARE TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE GNCC. AN OWNER OR

RECIPIENT OF THE DEVICE NEEDS TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO

GNCC INDICATING THE RANGE THAT WILL BE USED FOR THIS DEVICE.

IT SHOULD ALSO INDICATE WHETHER THE DEVICE IS FIXED, MOBILE,

ETC., CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH EUROPEAN STANDARDS,

INSTALLATION PLACE, AND COPIES OF ANY LICENSES AND PERMITS

ISSUED TO AN APPLICANT BY GNCC.

--------------------------

ALLOCATION OF FREQUENCIES:

--------------------------

8.  GNCC ALLOCATES FREQUENCIES FOR OPERATIONS NOT SUBJECT TO

LICENSING BASED ON AN APPLICATION THAT INDICATES THE

FOLLOWING: LOCATION AND PURPOSE OF OPERATION, TECHNICAL

PARAMETERS AND TYPE OF DATA TRANSMISSION, FREQUENCY RANGE,

DOCUMENT ON COMPLIANCE WITH ELECTROMAGNETIC INTEROPERATION

TERMS, CAPACITY OF RADIATION, AND TYPE, ALTITUDE, AND

LOCATION OF AN ANTENNA.

---------------------------

REGISTRATION OF OPERATIONS:

---------------------------

9.  UPON COMMENCING OPERATIONS PHYSICAL

PERSONS/ORGANIZATIONS/AGENCIES WHOSE OPERATION IS NOT

SUBJECT TO LICENSING NEED TO REGISTER WITH THE GNCC.  AN

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION SHOULD INCLUDE: NAME, ADDRESS

AND LEGAL STATUS OF THE APPLICANT, THE TYPE OF ACTIVITY

INCLUDING TECHNICAL PARAMETERS, DURATION AND AREA OF THE

OPERATION.

---------------------

OPERATIONAL LICENSES:

---------------------

10.  AN OPERATIONAL LICENSE IS REQUIRED FOR THE USE OF WI-FI

AND SIMILAR WIRELESS TECHNOLOGIES FOR DATA TRANSMISSION AND

INTERNET SERVICES, AND FOR OBTAINING A PERMIT FOR USE OF THE

2.4 GHZ AND 5 GHZ RANGES FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES. THE

FOLLOWING OPERATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO LICENSING IN GEORGIA:

POSTAL SERVICES; LOCAL, LONG DISTANCE, AND INTERNATIONAL

COMMUNICATIONS; TV AND RADIO CABLE BROADCASTING; DATA

TRANSMISSION AND INTERNET SERVICE; OPERATION OF SATELLITE

AND/OR OTHER INTERNATIONAL SYSTEMS, AND OPERATION THROUGH

RADIO FREQUENCIES.

11.  TO OBTAIN A LICENSE, AN APPLICANT NEEDS TO SUBMIT AN

APPLICATION TO THE GNCC INDICATING THE TYPE OF LICENSE TO BE

ISSUED.  IN ADDITION, AN APPLICATION SHOULD INCLUDE FOR

PHYSICAL PERSONS: NAME, DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH, HOME AND

WORK ADDRESSES, DATA ON REGISTRATION AS AN ENTREPRENEUR; AND

FOR LEGAL ENTITY/ORGANIZATION/MISSION: TRADEMARK, NAME,

ADDRESS, LEGAL STATUS, REGISTRATION DOCUMENTS, AND NAME OF

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE.  THE LICENSE IS GRANTED FOR A TEN-

YEAR TERM; IF THE LICENSE HOLDER DOES NOT VIOLATE TERMS OF A

LICENSE, THE LICENSE COULD BE EXTENDED FOR NEXT TEN YEARS.

12.  LICENSE HOLDERS SHALL APPLY TO THE GNCC TO OBTAIN

PERMISSION FOR LAUNCHING TECHNICAL FACILITIES INCLUDED IN

THE LICENSE.  THE LICENSE HOLDER MUST SUBMIT TO GNCC A

COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE FOR THESE FACILITIES INTENDED FOR

OPERATION.  IN SOME CASES GNCC MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL

TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION TO PROVE THAT OPERATION OF THESE

FACILITIES WILL NOT HAVE IMPACT ON OTHER TELECOMMUNICATION

NETWORKS, HUMAN HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT.  A PERMANENT SUB-

COMMISSION UNDER GNCC, THAT INCLUDES THE MINISTRIES OF

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS, MINISTRY OF URBANIZATION AND

CONSTRUCTION, MINISTRY OF LABOR, HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY,

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES PROTECTION AND LOCAL

GOVERNMENT BODIES, MAKE THEIR CONCLUSION BASED ON TECHNICAL

DOCUMENTATION WITHIN 20 WORKDAYS.

13. WITHIN 5 WORKING DAYS AFTER RECEIPT OF THIS CONCLUSION,

GNCC WILL PROVIDE ITS' CONCLUSION ON THE COMPLIANCE OF THE

SUBMITTED TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION WITH THE REQUESTED LICENSE

TERMS AS WELL AS WITH LOCAL TECHNICAL STANDARDS.  TECHNICAL

STANDARDS SET BY THE COMMISSION SHOULD COMPLY WITH ITU AND

WTO STANDARDS.  ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH

THE TECHNICAL STANDARDS IS NOT NECESSARY IF THE LICENSEE

PRESENTS A CERTIFICATE FROM A WTO MEMBER COUNTRY.  THE

LICENSE HOLDERS PAY 1% OF THEIR ANNUAL INCOME TO THE GNCC

FOR THEIR REGULATORY SERVICES.

------------------------

COMMERCIAL USE OF WI-FI:

------------------------

14.  NO PERMITS HAVE BEEN ISSUED FOR COMMERCIAL WI-FI

NETWORKS IN GEORGIA.  GNCC IS NOT AWARE OF ANY WI-FI LANS IN

GEORGIA.  CISCO'S LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR, AN AMERICAN-GEORGIAN

JOINT VENTURE, AYETY TV, THAT HOLDS DATA TRANSMISSION AND

INTERNET SERVICES LICENSE, PLANS TO INTRODUCE WI-FI

TECHNOLOGY IN GEORGIA WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS.  ACCORDING

TO THE GENERAL DIRECTOR OF THE COMPANY, THEY HAVE ORDERED

EQUIPMENT AND WILL BE ABLE TO OFFER WI-FI INSTALLATION

SERVICES IN 1-1.5 MONTHS.  AYETY TV IS MAINLY TARGETING

CORPORATE CLIENTS WITH OVER 50 CLIENT WORKSTATIONS.

-------------

LOCAL MARKET:

-------------

15. PRESENTLY THE ESTIMATED NUMBER OF INTERNET USERS IN

GEORGIA RANGES FROM 50,000 TO 60,000.  ESTIMATED GROWTH OF

THE CLIENT BASE IS ABOUT 5% PER ANNUM.  NEARLY 95% OF ALL

INTERNET USERS ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE CAPITAL OF TBILISI,

GEORGIA.  THE PRIMARY USERS OF INTERNET CONNECTIONS IN RURAL

AREAS ARE INTERNATIONAL NGO'S AND PRIVATE COMPANIES.  LOCAL

GOVERNMENT AND HOUSEHOLDS IN THE VILLAGES AND REMOTE AREAS

ARE NOT USING INTERNET BECAUSE OF LOW INCOME, POOR

INFRASTRUCTURE AND ELECTRICITY SHORTAGES.  IT IS UNLIKELY

THE NUMBER OF INTERNET USERS IN THESE AREAS WILL GROW

RAPIDLY IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS.  THE BEST PROSPECT FOR WI-FI

TECHNOLOGY IN GEORGIA LIES WITH THE CORPORATE CUSTOMERS AND

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN TBILISI.

WiFi Survey: Tajikistan

From: American Embassy- Dushanbe, Tajikistan

A) HAS HOST COUNTRY ALLOCATED UNLICENSED RADIO-FREQUENCY

SPECTRUM FOR USE BY WI-FI AND SIMILAR WIRELESS

TECHNOLOGIES OR IS IT PLANNING TO DO SO?  IF SO ARE THERE

SEPARATE ALLOCATIONS FOR INDOOR AND OUTDOOR USE?

ALTERNATIVELY, IS HOST COUNTRY PLANNING TO AUTHORIZE WI-FI

SERVICES AS LOW-POWER DEVICES WITHOUT A SPECIFIC RADIO-

SERVICE ALLOCATION?

ANSWER:  THE GOTI HAS NOT THUS FAR ALLOCATED A RADIO-

FREQUENCY SPECTRUM FOR USE BY WI-FI AND SIMILAR

TECHNOLOGIES.  THE NATIONAL MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS IS

ACTIVELY DISCUSSING THE ISSUE, BUT IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER

IT WILL TAKE ANY DEFINITIVE ACTION IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

B) CAN WI-FI SYSTEMS BE USED WITHOUT A LICENSE IN HOST

COUNTRY?  IF LICENSES ARE REQUIRED WHAT BRIEFLY ARE THE

LICENSING PROCEDURES?

REGULATIONS ARE CURRENTLY BEING DRAFTED ON THE QUESTION OF

WI-FI LICENSING, BUT IT APPEARS THAT LICENSES WILL BE

REQUIRED FOR USE OF WI-FI SYSTEMS UNDER A LICENSING

PROCESS SIMILAR TO THAT USED FOR OTHER RADIO-TRANSMITTING

EQUIPMENT.

C) CAN WI-FI SYSTEMS BE USED FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES

WITHOUT A LICENSE?

SEE POINT B.

D) ARE THERE ANY COMMERCIAL WI-FI NETWORKS THAT PROVIDE

SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC CURRENTLY OPERATING IN HOST COUNTRY?

THERE ARE CURRENTLY NO COMMERCIAL WI-FI NETWORKS OPERATING

IN TAJIKISTAN.

E) CAN POST PROVIDE ANY EXAMPLES OF HOW WI-FI IS CURRENTLY

BEING USED IN HOST COUNTRY?  WE ARE PARTICULARLY

INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING COUNTRY EXAMPLES THAT DEMONSTRATE

HOW WI-FI CAN BE USED TO CREATE DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY AND

ADDRESS SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHALLENGES.

THOUGH THERE IS NO "TRUE" WI-FI CONNECTIVITY IN USE, AT

PRESENT AN ANALOGUE OF THE WI-FI SYSTEM IS IN USE IN

CERTAIN AREAS OF THE CAPITAL.  IN MOST CASES, THIS IS USE

OF AN "AIR BRIDGE" OR RADIO MODEM TO PROVIDE ISP

CONNECTIVITY FOR INSTITUTIONS.  PRIOR TO EMBASSY

DUSHANBE'S OPENNET INSTALLATION IN AUGUST 2002, POST USED

A RADIO MODEM TO PROVIDE THE LINK BETWEEN ITS ISP (BABILON-

T) AND SERVERS AT POST.  OTHER ISP COMPANIES USING THIS

SYSTEM INCLUDE: TELECOM TECHNOLOGY AND STATE-OWNED

PROVIDER TAJIKTELECOM.

Turkmenistan: Overview of Fiber Optic Telecommunications Network Development

Summary:  The government of Turkmenistan's general plan for social and economic development through 2010 envisages significant capital investment in the construction of a domestic fiber optic communications network system, which is a part of the Trans Asia-Europe fiber optic line (TAE).

The project also includes expanding the national network to 325,000 telephone numbers.  The GOT expects that the implementation of these projects will meet 85 percent of the country's demand for additional telephone numbers and significantly improve service quality.  To date, the GOT has conducted several international logistics tenders for fiber optic telecommunications-related projects.  Despite the recent flurry of telecommunications tenders and contracts, heavy government subsidies of basic telecommunications services and restrictive Internet access

policies make the sector a difficult one for investors to profitably exploit in the short to mid-term.  .

Turkmen portion of the TAE

The 27,000-kilometer Trans Asia-Europe (TAE) fiber optic communications line is designed to connect China, Central Asia, Iran, and Turkey with the European continent.  Turkmenistan will cover a sizeable portion of the TAE.  In 1997, the Iranian national telecommunications company

completed construction of a 708-kilometer Turkmenabat-Mary-Ashgabat fiber optic line connecting it with the Uzbek and the Iranian segments of the TAE.  The Turkmenistan-

Azerbaijan portion of the TAE has not yet been built.  The GOT is considering this project, but given continuing tensions between the GOT and GOA, it is not anticipated that the project will be implemented in the near-term. 

German company Siemens was the major equipment supplier for the $21.7 million Turkmenabat-Mary-Ashgabat line construction project, which was financed through a credit line provided by the government of Iran.  The GOT plans to build three more major fiber optic lines: the Ashgabat-

Balkanabat-Turkmenbashi line (618 km); the Ashgabat-Dashoguz line (655 km); and the Turkmenabat-Atamurat-Kerkichi line (230 km).

Current deals

Since the end of 2002, the Ministry of Communications has moved to implement a $18.7 million project to construct the western 618-kilometer fiber optic line (Ashgabat-Balkanabat-Turkmenbashi) and add an additional 17,000 numbers to Ashgabat's digital exchange network.  To ensure engineering control over the construction process, the GOT has signed a contract with the Lebanon consulting company "Dar al-handasah consultants".  The state Vnesheconombank of Turkmenistan signed a 12-year credit agreement with the Islamic development bank for a $15.12 million credit line to secure project financing.  The Communications Ministry will provide the remaining $3.6 million.

To date, the Ministry of Communications has conducted four international tenders and signed contracts for supply of equipment and services.  Japan's Nichimen corporation was awarded a $2.7 million contract to arrange supply of construction machinery, equipment and spare parts produced by Libher (Germany), Lancier (Austria and Germany), and Vermeer (US).  To date, Nichimen has signed a contract with Libher alone.  The remaining two contracts are to be

signed in the near future.  The U.S.-headquartered company "Acterna Eningen GMBH" was granted a $651,568 contract on the test and measurement equipment supply.  Turkish company "Hesfibel fiber optic ve electronic sanai ve tijaret a.s." will provide a 12-string fiber optic cable

and Turkmen contractors will do the actual construction work.

The $1.2 million project for installation of digital exchange switchers for an additional 17,000 telephone numbers in Ashgabat has been awarded to China's Huawei technologies investment co. ltd.  Currently, there are eight digital telephone stations capable of operating 120,000  numbers in Ashgabat.  According to state-owned media, the project will ensure that 80 percent of the capital's telephone system operates using digital switchers.

Future Project Financing

The GOT has no funding allocated from state funds for future fiber optic construction projects.  despite its stated intention to do so, the government of Japan has not yet granted a $90 million  credit line to develop the telecommunications sector in Turkmenistan.  The GOT is currently looking for potential creditors to extend from 1 to 15 year-term credit lines with a minimum two-year grace period.

Comment: despite the recent flurry of tenders and contracts, heavy government subsidies of basic telecommunications services and restrictive internet-access policies make the  telecommunications sector a difficult on for investors to profitably exploit in the short to mid-

term.  As noted in post's 2002 investment climate statement, foreign companies have had some success providing equipment and services; however, an inconvertible currency (Manat) and complex, contradictory commercial cod continue to make foreign direct investment problematic.

TRADE AND INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Billing System Access Network Copper Cable

Tajikistan

INVITATION FOR TENDERS

JSC Tajiktelecom, has received a loan of USD 13 million from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development towards the cost of the Tajikistan Telecommunications Project.  The Government of Tajikistan has received a Grant of USD 2 million from the Swiss Government to co-finance the Tajikistan Telecommunications Project. The Grant is managed by the Bank.

The contracts resulting from this invitation for tender will be financed from the Grant. The invitation for tenders and subsequent procurement process will be conducted in accordance with the Bank’s Procurement Policies and Rules, subject only to modification to eligibility requirements specified by the Swiss Government (represented by the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs or SECO), set out below.     

The Employer now invites sealed tenders for the following contracts to be funded from the proceeds of the Loan.

"Project 9. Billing System"

Design, supply, installation, testing and ongoing support of a computerized billing system, including mediation system, to be used by the Employer as a core system of its, predominantly, fixed-line telecommunications operations. The system will be centered in Dushanbe with distributed architecture throughout Tajikistan.

"Project 10. Access Network Copper Cable"

Supply and delivery ( DDU Dushanbe) of the following cables:

10 pair, 0.4mm dia.

500Kms

20 pair, 0.4mm dia.

400Kms

30 pair, 0.4mm dia.

300Kms

50 pair, 0.4mm dia.

200Kms

100 pair, 0.4mm dia.
100Kms

200 pair, 0.4mm dia.
100Kms

300 pair, 0.4mm dia.
100Kms

500 pair, 0.4mm dia.
100Kms

600 pair, 0.4mm dia.
100Kms

The specifications for the cable include the following:

1.
Cable to be TPP (Telephone Cable, Polyethylene cover [Black], Polyethylene core).

2.
Cable shall conform to G703 or better.

3.
Cable will be put into ducts approximately 1.5m deep with outside temperature gradient of -25 degrees Centigrade to +50 degrees Centigrade. Tenderers will be required to confirm that their cable meets this temperature range under the conditions stated.

4.
The Tenderer shall give separate quotes for gel-filled cable.

Tenderers may bid for one or more projects without prejudice. Costs given shall be itemized per project and summarized per project.

Tenderers may not bid for part of a project. The Employer reserves the right to accept less or more cable products, consistent with the budget available under the Grant. 

Tendering for contracts to be financed with the proceeds of the Grant are limited (tied) to Swiss-registered companies and firms. The proceeds of the Grant will not be used for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Eligibility for award of contract will be determined by SECO based on the information in the tender. Tenderers shall state the Swiss Value Added content of their proposal. Tenderers should note that the normal requirement for award of contract is a Swiss Value Added content of 51% minimum.  Under exceptional circumstances, and at the sole discretion of SECO, this may be reduced to 30%. Tenderers may be required to substantiate their claimed Swiss Value Added content. 

Tenderers will be requested to submit their tender in accordance with the tender requirements

The contract will be awarded to the successful Tenderer whose tender has been determined to be substantially responsive, which has been determined as the lowest evaluated tender and who has been determined to be eligible for contract award under the Grant. 

Tender documents may be obtained from the address below upon payment of a non-refundable fee of  $200. 

Tajiktelecom’s USD account is:

Bank Address:
Orion-Bank



95/1, Rudaki Avenue



734001 Dushanbe



Republic of Tajikistan

Beneficiary:
JSC Tajiktelecom

USD Account No.:
20206840600000650078

UNIV-ID:

364244

MFO:


350101369

IN:


020004915

Also correspondent Bank in USD account:

Bank:


Citibank N.A. New York, USA

Beneficiary:

JSC Tajiktelecom

Account No:

36112549

SWIFT:


CITIUS33

Upon request, the documents will be promptly dispatched by courier at an additional cost of $150, but no liability can be accepted for loss or late delivery.

All tenders must be accompanied by a Tender Security of $60,000 for Project 9 and $40,000 for Project 10. The Bid Documents plus Tender Security must be delivered to the address below before 12 noon, August 8th 2003, at which time they will be opened in the presence of the tenderers’ representatives who wish to attend.

Prospective tenderers may obtain further information from, and inspect and acquire the tender documents at, the following office:

Mr. Gulmahmad Kayumov, Director General JSC Tajiktelecom,

Rudaki Ave. 57A, Dushanbe 734025, Republic of Tajikistan.

Tel: +992 372 213178/216439, Fax: +992 372 232119/510090, 

Telex: 201103 PTB TJ   e-mail: ttelecom@netrt.org or nodir@netrt.org 

Tender documents will be available from 6th June 2003 in English and Russian. In all matters of interpretation the English version will prevail.

A pre-tender meeting has been arranged for Thursday June 26th 2003. Confirmation from those wishing to attend must be received two weeks before this date. It is advisable for attendees to be proficient in both English and Russian languages.

The following timetable applies:

Tender Procurement Notice issued:
Friday May 23, 2003

Tender documents ready for shipment:  
Friday  June 6, 2003

Pre tender meeting: 

  
Thursday June 26, 2003


Deadline for bid submission and Bid opening: 12 noon Friday August 8, 2003

Contract awarded: 


Friday August 29, 2003*


Contract signed: 


Friday September 12, 2003*

Completion:



To be agreed

* Indicative date

Tajikistan Telecommunications Project Digital Switching, Transmission and Related Infrastructure

INVITATION FOR TENDERS

JSC Tajiktelecom, has received a loan of USD 13 million from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development towards the cost of the Tajikistan Telecommunications Project. 

This invitation for tenders (Tender2) is the second tender which will utilize the loan from the Bank. To prevent confusion, the project numbers below are carried forward in numerical sequence from the previous invitation for tender, Tender 1.

The Employer now invites sealed tenders for the following contracts to be funded from part of the proceeds of the Loan.

"Project 6. Transmission Equipment".

Provide, install and commission three point to point transmission routes consisting of approximately 110 Km of fiber optic cable; 19 Km of fiber optic cable ring; five microwave links; plus associated SDH equipment. All routes to be of STM-1 capacity.

"Project 7. Digital Switches Outside Dushanbe City"

Provide, install and commission approximately 25 digital switches and 2 RCUs totaling 96,000 lines, throughout Tajikistan.

The above will include Provision, Installation and Commissioning of new MDFs, DDFs, rectifiers, standby batteries, generators and air conditioning units.

"Project 8. Analogue/Digital Converters".

Provide, install and commission approximately 3,800 lines of A/D converters across 25 switches throughout Tajikistan. 

Note to Tenderers. For the avoidance of doubt, Tenderers who offered bids in our Tender 1 projects should note that the A/D converters required for Tender 2 will be of a different specification to those asked for in Tender1.

Tenderers may bid for one or more projects without prejudice. Costs given shall be itemized per project and summarized per project.

Tenderers may not bid for part of a project.

Tendering for contracts to be financed with the proceeds of a loan from the Bank is open to firms from all countries. The proceeds of the Bank’s loan will not be used for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Tenderers will be requested to submit their tender in accordance with the tender requirements and with no restriction as to the source of supply of components or services. 

The contract will be awarded to the successful Tenderer whose tender has been determined to be substantially responsive and which has been determined as the lowest evaluated tender. 

Tender documents may be obtained from the address below upon payment of a non-refundable fee of  $200. 

Tajiktelecom’s USD account is:

Bank Address:
Orion-Bank



95/1, Rudaki Avenue



734001 Dushanbe



Republic of Tajikistan

Beneficiary:

JSC Tajiktelecom

USD Account No.:
20206840600000650078

UNIV-ID:

364244

MFO:


350101369

IN:


020004915

Also correspondent Bank in USD account:

Bank:


Citibank N.A. New York, USA

Beneficiary:

JSC Tajiktelecom

Account No:

36112549

SWIFT:

CITIUS33

 Upon request, the documents will be promptly dispatched by courier at an additional cost of $150, but no liability can be accepted for loss or late delivery.

All tenders must be accompanied by a Tender Security of $250,000 (unless if bidding for Project 8 only, in which case a Tender Security of $25,000 is required). The Bid Documents plus Tender Security must be delivered to the address below before 12 noon, October 10th 2003, at which time they will be opened in the presence of the tenderers’ representatives who wish to attend.

Prospective tenderers may obtain further information from, and inspect and acquire the tender documents at, the following office:

Mr. Gulmahmad Kayumov, Director General JSC Tajiktelecom,

Rudaki Ave. 57A, Dushanbe 734025, Republic of Tajikistan.

Tel: +992 372 213178/216439, Fax: +992 372 232119/510090, 

Telex: 201103 PTB TJ   e-mail: ttelecom@netrt.org or nodir@netrt.org 

Tender documents will be available from 27th June 2003 in English and Russian. In all matters of interpretation the English version will prevail.

A pre-tender meeting has been arranged for 25th July 2003. Confirmation from those wishing to attend must be received two weeks before this date. It is advisable for attendees to be proficient in both English and Russian languages.

The following timetable applies:

Tender Procurement Notice issued:
Friday May 23, 2003

Tender documents ready for shipment:  
Friday  June 27, 2003

Pre tender meeting: 

  
Friday July 25, 2003


Deadline for bid submission and Bid opening: 12 noon Friday October 10, 2003

Contract awarded: 


Friday November 14,2003*


Contract signed: 


Friday December 13, 2003*

Completion:



September 2004

* Indicative date

Asian Development Bank: Railway Fiber Optic Cable Modernization
International copyright, U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service and U.S. Department of State, 2003.  All rights reserved outside of the United States.

Commercial Service Tashkent, Uzbekistan follows the Uzbek Railway Modernization Project and continues to inform U.S. businesses about series of tender opportunities in this sector. Following is the text of the invitation for bids to supply fiber optic cable for this project, which was announced on June12, 2003. To obtain tender documentation or for more information, interested companies should contact Project Implementation Unit (PIU) using contact info given in the text below. Deadline is August 12, 2003.

Invitation for bids. Uzbek Railways ADB Loan No. 1773-UZB: Railway Modernization Project, Contract No. D091ûFiber Optic Cable. This invitation for bids follows the General Procurement Notice for this project that appeared in the ADB Business Opportunities, issue of August 15, 2000. The Republic of Uzbekistan has received a loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) towards the cost of a Railway Modernization Project and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of the loan for payments under the contract for the supply and delivery to Uzbekistan of Fiber optic cable in 1 indivisible lot.

The State Joint Stock Company û Uzbek Railways invites sealed bids from eligible bidders from member countries of ADB for the supply and delivery of the following:

Lot 1
Fiber Optic cable

Details and specifications are provided in the Bidding Document. International competitive bidding will be conducted in accordance with the ADB’s single-stage, one-envelope procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible source countries. 

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information on the bid from Uzbek Railways and 

inspect the Bidding Document at the address given below, from 09:00 to 18:00.

Uzbek Railways UTY

7 Shevchenko Street

Tashkent, Uzbekistan 700060

Phone: (998-71) 133-8573

Fax: (998-71) 133-4179

Attn: Mr. Shukhrat Irgashev, Head of ADB PIU, Room 614

The bidding document, in English, may be purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a written application at the address above and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of USD 300, plus all bank charges. Payments should be made by bank transfer to the following account:

Track Department of Uzbek Railways

National Bank for Foreign Economic Activity

Branch û Mirabadskoe Otdelenie, Tashkent

Account Name: Sluzhba Putevogo Khoziastva

Joint Stock Railway Company

Uzbekistan Temir Yullari

Branch Number û 00875

Account Number û 20210840100600315006 (USD)

Bank Telephone û (998-71) 933-975 or 933-839

The document will be sent by courier, if requested to do so, and if an additional sum of USD 60 is deposited to the account above. Under no circumstances can Uzbek Railways be held  responsible for the late delivery or loss of documents sent to prospective bidders. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 14:00 on August 12, 2003. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of:

Lot 1

USD 100000

Late bids shall be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidder’s representative who choose to attend at the address below at 14:30 on August 12, 2003. Uzbek Railways will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by bidders in connection with the preparation or delivery of bids. In the comparison of bids, ADB’s Domestic Preference Scheme will be applied in accordance with the provisions stipulated in the Instructions to Bidders.

CONFERENCES AND TRADE SHOWS

ITU Telecom World Conference & Trade Show

Switzerland

October 12-18, 2003 

The quadrennial ITU TELECOM WORLD http://www.itu.int/WORLD2003 is the world’s premier event in telecommunications. Launched in 1971 and organized by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), a UN agency.  TELECOM WORLD is an excellent opportunity for government, regulators and the telecommunications industry from around the world. ITU itself includes over 700 member organizations in the telecommunications sector, many of which are American. Some 180 member states are represented at ITU’s Geneva event; American companies appreciate its networking opportunities, an invaluable asset in many international markets where getting close to the regulator early is crucial. Confirmed U.S. exhibitors include industry giants such as Boeing, Cisco, Intel, Lockheed Martin, Lucent, Microsoft, Motorola, Sun, Tellabs, and many others. In addition, the U.S. Telecom Industry Association (TIA)’s U.S.A. Pavilion offers attractive and affordable options for American exhibitors. The U.S. Commercial Service will assist with on-site market counseling and appointments with potential buyers, and offers low-cost packages for On-Site Catalog and Hard-Copy Catalog Exhibitors. For more information, please contact Carmela Mammas at the Newark Export Assistance Center, Tel: 1-973-645-4682 Ext. 12 or Email carmela.mammas@mail.doc.gov
Plovdiv International Technical Fair Catalog Show

Bulgaria

Sept. 29- Oct. 4, 2003

Bulgaria has an excellent market potential and need for information and communications equipment and technology goods and services. The ICT sector has been one of the best sales prospects for a number of years. U.S. products enjoy excellent reputation as they have cutting edge technology and reasonable pricing. The Plovdiv International Technical fair is the biggest trade fair in Bulgaria with countrywide exposure, which attracts thousands of across the industry visitors.  The U.S. Department of Commerce has organized a catalog show at this event.  Cost to U.S. exporters is $200.  For more information, contact Reginald A. Miller, Senior Commercial Officer, Sofia, tel: 359-2-963-4062, reginald.miller@mail.doc.gov  or Tsvetanka Kolarova, Commercial Specialist, Sofia Tel: 359-2-963-4062, tsvetanka.kolarova@mail.doc.gov

To find information on trade shows and events, go to http://www.export.gov/infotech ==> Trade Events
