
                                                                                                 -UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION-

COMMUNIQUE ON THE SAFEGUARD MEASURES ON IMPORTS
(COMMUNIQUE NO: 2011/1)

 

Scope

Article 1 – (1) As being out of the scope of the Agreement on Safeguards under World Trade Organization that is ratified by the Law dated 26/1/1995 and numbered 4067, this Communique includes the safeguard measure regarding the tariff increase within the scope of the Decree on the Safeguard Measures for Imports numbered 2004/7305 that is agreed on 10/05/2004 by the Board of Ministers in accordance with the provisions of the Laws dated 20/2/1930 and  numbered 1567, dated 14/5/1964 and numbered 474, dated 6/5/1986 and numbered 3283, dated 27/10/1999 and numbered 4458, dated 2/2/1984 and numbered 2976.
Application

Article 2 – (1) Claiming that there is an increase in the imports of woven fabrics with the Harmonized System codes 51.11, 51.12, 52.08, 52.09, 52.10, 52.11, 54.07, 54.08, 55.12, 55.13, 55.14, 55.15, 55.16 and such increase in imports has caused and threated to cause serious injury to the woven fabric sector; domestic producers filled out an application and submitted it to the Undersecretariat for Foreign Trade (Undersecretariat) General Directorate of Imports (General Directorate).
Summary of the aforementioned application can be accessed from the web site of the Undersecretariat (www.dtm.gov.tr), from the link “Safeguard Investigations” under “Imports” home page. 
Preliminary Examination 

Article 3 – (1) In the preliminary examination of the application the trend of imports and the economic indicators of the domestic industry has been examined, and it is agreed that the conditions necessary to initiate an investigation as well as to impose provisional measure exist. 
(2) Preliminary examination report which is prepared by the General Directorate has been presented to the Board for the Evaluation of Safeguard Measures for Imports (Board).
Decision

Article 4 – (1) The Board has reviewed the preliminary examination report and within the scope of Regulation on the Safeguard Measures for Imports (Regulation) that is promulgated on the Official Gazzette dated 8/6/2004 and numbered 25486, the Board has decided to initiate a  safeguard investigation, to impose provisional measure in the form of tariff increase, to set the rate of tariff increase additional 30% to the tariff rates for the “Other Countries” (OC) listed on the List II of Import Regime Decree, additional 28% for the “Developing Countries” (DC), additional 21% for the “Least Developed Countries” (LDC) and for the “Beneficiary Countries of the Special Incentives Regulations”(BCSIR), to set the additional tariff increase maximum 4,25 USD/kg, minimum 1,25 USD/kg for the OC, maximum 4,00 USD/kg, minimum 1,00 USD/kg for the DC, maximum 3,75 USD/kg, minimum 0,75 USD/kg for LDC and BCSIR; and in any case not to exceed 50% more of the duties in the Customs Tariffs Law numbered 474 for the said product and to propose to the Board of Directors regarding the imposition of the provisional measure.
Conduction of the Investigation

Article 5 – (1) The investigation is carried out by Directorate General in the context of the related provisions of the Regulation. All the correspondence relating to the investigation should be done with the competent authority mentioned below.

Başbakanlık Dış Ticaret Müsteşarlığı

İthalat Genel Müdürlüğü Korunma Önlemleri Dairesi

İnönü Bulvarı No: 36, 06510 Emek/ANKARA

Tel:   +90 312 204 77 17  Fax: +90 312 212 87 65 

Web: http://www.dtm.gov.tr

Interested Parties

Article 6 – (1) Parties who fill out and send the attached “Application Form for the Interested Parties” to the Directorate General within 20 (twenty) days after the publication of the Communiqué are approved as interested party in the context of investigation.

Presenting Views and Collecting Information

Article 7 – (1) The Directorate General informs the ones who filled out the “Application Form for the Interested Parties” and sent it before the deadline mentioned in Article 6 about the user name and password which they will use for entering the “Questionnaire for the Interested Parties” which can be accessed from the link in the web site mentioned in Article 2 and from the link  http://www.dtm.gov.tr/dtmithgozetim/index.cfm. The user name is determined as the e-mail address declared in the “Application Form for the Interested Parties”. The interested parties should fill out the “Questionnaire for the Interested Parties” using the user name and password within 30 (thirty) days after the publication of the Communique. Interested parties may get in touch with the Directorate General about filling the “Questionnaire for the Interested Parties”.
(2) The Undersecretariat may request additional document and information from the related parties.
Hearing

Article 8 – (1) The interested parties raise their demands to be heard orally by citing it in the “Application Form for the Interested Parties”. The announcements about the place and date of the hearing, if a hearing is demanded, will be made on the web site of the Undersecretariat mentioned in Article 2. 
Confidentiality
Article 9 – (1) The information given by the interested parties are regarded as confidential within the provisions of the Article 6 of the Regulation. 
Non-cooperation
Article 10 – (1) In accordance with the Article 4 of the Regulation, when information is not supplied within the time limits set by the Directorate General or the investigation is significantly impeded, findings shall be made on the basis of the facts available. Where the Directorate General finds that the interested parties have supplied it with false or misleading information, it shall disregard the information. 
The duration of the investigation

Article 11 – (1) The investigation is conducted by the Directorate General and completed within 9 months. The duration may be extended for 2 months.

Effective date

Article 12 – (1) The Communique comes into effect on the date it is published.

Enforcement

Article 13 – (1) The provisions of the Communique are executed by the Minister responsible for the Undersecretariat for Foreign Trade. 

