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	New Regulation for Textiles & Leather Products Imported into Egypt 

Late in 2011, the Egyptian Ministry of Trade and Industry (MFTI) issued two ministerial decrees which require an inspection certificate for each shipment of textile and leather products imported into Egypt. The effective date is 1st April 20122. 

1. The Ministerial Decree for textile products – 626/20111, applies to

· textile products, 

· yarns and fabrics used in textile products including apparel, 

· home textile furnishings and 

· carpets. 

Other textile accessories such as sewing threads, tickets, labels, zippers, elastics, buttons, belts, shoulder pads,
etc. are exempt from this decree.

2. The Ministerial Decree for leather products – 660/20112, applies to

· natural leather, 

· synthetic leather, 

· shoes and their parts and 

· cases. 

According to the new Import Regulations, each shipment of imported textile and leather products should be accompanied by an inspection certificate issued by an accredited inspection company.

Without such certification, products are forbidden to enter the Egyptian market with effect from 1st April 2012. The inspection certificate for each product of the consignee must contain the following information:

· quantity, 

· value, 

· country of origin, 

· name and address of manufacturer, 

· licensed trademarks, 

· importer name and 

· test results (issued from an ISO 17025 accredited laboratory) that show compliance with the relevant Egyptian Standards (or technically equivalent International Standards). 

The inspection company should be accredited under ISO 17020 by a local
accreditation body recognized by an international accreditation cooperation, like:

· ILAC (International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) 

· IAAC (InterAmerican Accreditation Cooperation) 

· APLAC (Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation) 

· EA (European co-operation for Accreditation) 

· ARAC (Arab Accreditation Agency) 

· AFRAC (African Cooperation in Accreditation) 

The certificates must carry the logo of the international accreditation cooperation besides the logo of the local accreditation body and the third party inspection company logo. The third party inspection company should submit an application to the General Organization for Export and Import Control (GOEIC) for registration, so that the issued certificates will be recognized by the Egyptian Authorities. Otherwise each certificate has to be sent to the chamber of commerce and the Egyptian Embassy in the exporting country for authenticating.
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