Mass Email – Meeting Notification

The Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA) is considering three CAFTA-DR Commercial Availability Requests concerning certain fabrics containing lyocell. 
The records of the Requests, Responses, and Rebuttals may be found at: http://web.ita.doc.gov/tacgi/CaftaReqTrack.nsf, under “Pending Requests,” filed under the following reference numbers: 

144.2010.07.08.Fabric.SoriniSametforBWA

146.2010.07.08.Fabric.SoriniSametforBWA
147.2010.07.08.Fabric.SoriniSametforBWA
CITA has scheduled a meeting with representatives of the interested entities in this proceeding: the requester, BWA, Inc., (“BWA”) and the responder, Burlington Worldwide and its joint venture partner, Insinca, S.A. (collectively, “Burlington”).  The meeting will be held at 10:00am on Wednesday, August 18, 2010, in Room A005 of the U.S. Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  

The meeting is open to the public.  However, in accordance with section 8(c)(4) of CITA’s procedures (See Modifications to Procedures for Considering Requests Under the Commercial Availability Provision of the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement (73 FR 53200, September 15, 2008)), the purpose of the meeting is to allow the interested entities, BWA and Burlington, to provide additional evidence to support their claims and information previously submitted to CITA.  Such evidence may include product samples, lab tests, technical reports and/or papers relating to the production of the subject fabrics, as well as detailed descriptions of facilities and equipment, and any other information relevant to the interested entities’ claims.  See section 8(c)(4)(i).  Any additional information submitted during this meeting will be part of the public record, unless properly marked as business confidential.  See section 3(a)(3). Only those interested entities, as defined in section 2(b) of CITA’s procedures, who have submitted either a request or an offer to supply in this proceeding (namely, BWA and Burlington) may participate in the meeting. 

During the meeting, the Chairman will provide opening remarks; BWA will provide a brief overview of the evidence and arguments raised in its commercial availability request; Burlington will provide an overview of the evidence and arguments raised in its response submission and then substantiate its belief that it is able to supply the subject product; and then BWA will present its evidence and arguments substantiating its belief that Burlington cannot supply the subject product.  CITA intends to allow BWA and Burlington to engage in a discussion and ask questions only when necessary to clarify information presented by either entity.  At any time, CITA, BWA, or Burlington may request a closed meeting to discuss business confidential information.  CITA will instruct all other parties to temporarily leave the meeting during this time.

Please contact Maria Dybczak by e-mail (Maria.Dybczak@trade.gov) or by telephone (202-482-3651) if you have additional questions regarding the format of the meeting.  
