Guatemala, April 30, 2007

Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman 

Committee for the Implementation of

Textile Agreements

U.S. Department of Commerce

14th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Room H3001A

Washington, D.C.  20230



                         PUBLIC VERSION
Ref. Petition regarding the commercial availability of certain synthetic staple fibers

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of TEXTILES CAPUANO S.A., and pursuant to the provisions of Section 203(o)(4) of the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement (“DR-CAFTA”) Implementation Act and Federal Register Notice of February 21, 2006 published by the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements, we hereby resubmit this request regarding a modification to the list of fabrics, yarns and fibers not available in commercial quantities in a timely manner in the countries of the Dominican Republic-Central America-Unite States Free Trade Agreement, and request that the subject acrylic or modacrylic staple fiber  be placed on a timely basis on the list in Annex 3.25 of the Agreement.

Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman 


                         PUBLIC VERSION
Committee for the Implementation of

Textile Agreements

Page 2

DETAILED PRODUCT INFORMATION

The synthetic staple fibers, not carded, combed or otherwise processed for spinning of acrylic or modacrylic (Raw White Bright, Dull or Semi Dull – Acrylic Short Staple Fiber, 1.3 DTEX to 1.5 DTEX Bright 38-40 mm) subject to this request is classifiable under HTS subheading 5503.30.00. 

QUANTITY
TEXTILES  CAPUANO  S.A.  wishes to use synthetic staple fibers, not carded, combed  or otherwise processed for spinning of acrylic or modacrylic in the manufacture of 100% acrylic yarn in Guatemala.  The amount of fiber requested per month is 100,000 kg.
DUE DILIGENCE

We have contacted all manufacturers of acrylic or modacrylic staple fiber known to us in the relevant countries and none has indicated an ability or desire to supply the subject staple fiber.

The following firms in the United Stares were contacted with regard to whether they could make the subject acrylic or modacrylic staple fiber described above in the detail
description product.  We are providing a public summary herein of the business and associations contacted.
Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman 
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US Industries

1. Mill:  BARNET (William Steuber, Latin American Representative)

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Reply and Date: Mr. Steuber confirmed by phone to us that they do not produce any Acrylic Fiber anymore.

2. Mill:  STERLING (Susie Allender, Customer Service)

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Reply and Date:  Miss Allender confirmed by phone to us that they do not produce any Acrylic Fiber anymore.

3. Mill:  SOLUTIA (Mitsy Austin, Corporate Office)

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Reply and Date:  Miss Austin confirmed by phone to us that they do not produce any Acrylic Fiber anymore.

US Associations

1. Association:  The American Fiber Manufacturers Association, Inc. (AFMA)

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Reply and Date:  We spoke by phone with Mr. Paul T. O’Day and he confirmed that there is no production of Acrylic Fiber in the US.
Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman 
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2. Association:  The Synthetic Yarn and Fiber Association.

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Reply and Date:  We spoke by phone with Mr. Mike Hubbard and he confirmed that there is no production of Acrylic Fiber for textile use in the US.

Central American and Dominican Republic Associations

1. Association:  Cámara de Industria y Confección Textil de El Salvador (CAMTEX)

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Reply and Date:  Mr. Jose Antonio Escobar confirmed by phone to us that there are no Acrylic Fiber producers in the region.

2. Association:  Asociación Hondureña de Maquiladores (AHM)

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Reply and Date:  Miss Angela Castillo confirmed by phone to us that there are no Acrylic Fiber producers in the region.
3. Association:  VESTEX, Guatemala

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by phone.

Reply and Date:  Miss Karin De León confirmed by phone to us that there are no Acrylic Fiber producers in the region.
4. Association:  ANITEC, Nicaragua

Date Contacted:  January 17, 2007 by e-mail and phone.
Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman 


                         PUBLIC VERSION
Committee for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements

Page 5

Reply and Date:  Miss Emperatriz Orihuela confirmed by phone to us that there are no Acrylic Fiber producers in the region.
Mills in Dominican Republic and Central America

A thorough search of source showed no mills in El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras or Guatemala, all of the current countries that have implemented the Agreement and which are capable of making the subject fiber.

SUBSTITUTABLE PRODUCTS

With respect to the subject acrylic or modacrylic staple fiber, there is no other fiber or staple that is substitutable.  The reason being that this yarn needs to be made of Acrylic Fiber.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Alejandro Ortega by telephone at (502) 2448-0566, (502) 2448-0567, or (502) 5906-2601, or via e-mail at aob@textilescapuano.com
Sincerely,

Alejandro Ortega

International Sales Manager

Textiles Capuano, S.A.
1 Avenida 3-86 Zona 1

Boca del Monte, Villa Canales

Guatemala, Guatemala

Central America






