Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A.
Mr. James C. Leonard III, Chairman

Committee for the Implementation of

   Textile Agreements

September 23, 2008
Page 2
Mr. Matt Priest

September 17, 2008

Page 2

AM&S Trade Services, LLC

1200 Seventeenth Street, NW

Fifth Floor

Washington, DC 20036

Telephone:  (202) 302-0754

Facsimile:  (202) 467-4732

Email: cmoore@amstradeservices.com

September 23, 2008







PUBLIC VERSION

Mr. Matt Priest, Chairman
Committee for the Implementation of

   Textile Agreements

U.S. Department of Commerce

14th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Room H3001A

Washington, D.C.  20230

Re:
Request under the Commercial Availability Provision of the Dominican-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement 

            Implementation Act

Corduroy Fabrics - 50 Percent or More by Weight of Cotton. 2.3 to 9.4 wales/cm, 146 to 332 grams/square meter, greige, cut, not desized, unbleached.  Classifiable under HTS 5801.22.1000 or 5801.22.9000

Dear Mr. Priest:

On behalf of Swift Galey and pursuant to the provisions of Section 203(o)(4) of the Dominican Republic-Central American-United States Free Trade Agreement (“DR-CAFTA”) Implementation Act (“the Act”) and the Federal Register Notices of February 21, 2006 and March 15, 2007 published by the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements, we submit this request regarding a modification to the list of fabrics, yarns and fibers not available in commercial quantities in a timely manner in the countries of the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement, and request that the subject fabric be placed in a timely manner on the list in Annex 3.25 of the Agreement. 

DETAILED PRODUCT INFORMATION

The fabrics in question are woven corduroy with fiber contents ranging from 100% cotton to 50% or more of cotton blended with polyester and/or rayon and/or spandex.  The fabrics are greige, cut, desized and unbleached.

Swift Galey intends to import greige, cut corduroy and perform further processing on this fabric at its Society Hill plant in South Carolina, where the fabric will be dyed and finished to meet the requirements of Swift Galey’s customers.  At one time, Swift Galey was a major producer of cut corduroy, but changes in the demand for corduroy, increased imports of finished corduroy and increased costs of cutting have resulted in Swift Galey’s decision to stop production of greige, cut corduroy. This has been communicated to the industry following the press release announcing Swift Galey’s closing of its McDowell, NC mill.  Further information on this subject appears in Exhibit A.

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

	Corduroy
	
	HTS No’s. 

5801.22.1000, 5801.22.9000

	 Wales 
	 
	2.3 wales per cm to 9.7 wales per cm

(5.8 to 24.7 wales per inch)

	
	
	

	Fiber Content
	
	greater than 50 percent by weight of cotton

	
	
	

	Weight
	
	146 to 332 grams/square meter

	
	
	

	 Warp ends/centimeter
	
	14.2 to 26

	
	
	

	Filling picks/centimeter
	
	39.4 to 55.1

	
	
	

	     Warp Yarn Counts
	
	Metric 16.1 to 38.1

English - 9.5/1 to 22.5/1 

	     Filling Yarn Counts
	
	Metric 16.1 to 67.7

English - 9.5/1 to 
40/1 

	
	
	

	Width
	
	132 to 190 centimeters

	
	
	

	Finish
	
	Greige, Cut,
Not desized,
Unbleached 


Please note that the wales, yarn sizes, warp and filling thread counts, fabric weights, fabric blends and fabric widths should be designated as subject to a 3 % variance allowance.

Please note that yarn specifications in the table above describe a range of yarn sizes in their greige condition before dyeing and finishing of the yarn (if applicable), before weaving, dyeing and finishing of the fabric and before treatment of apparel made of the fabric.  It is intended as a specification to be followed by the mill in sourcing yarn used to produce the fabric. Dyeing, finishing and other fabric and apparel treatments can alter the characteristics of the yarn as it appears in the finished fabric and apparel made of that fabric.  These yarn specifications therefore include yarns that could appear in the finished fabric as coarser or finer than the ranges of yarn sizes specified above, provided that the coarser or finer appearance occurs solely as the result of such processes described above

QUANTITY

Swift Galey requires approximately 720,000 square meters total of the subject fabrics delivered to its plant in Society Hill, South Carolina for finishing for use in the 2009 season beginning in January 2009 to satisfy the current timing and requirement of customers. Swift Galey would then require additional quantities based on customer orders.  Swift Galey expects that most or all of these fabrics will be  processed at Society Hill to be used by customers within DR-CAFTA for making and finishing garments, with subsequent export to the United States.

DUE DILIGENCE

Swift Galey has contacted weaving and finishing mills known to it and the associations representing textile producers within the CAFTA-DR region. These efforts did not result in identifying any parties that were able to produce the subject merchandise.  In addition, Swift Galey, with its many years’ experience operating in the DR-CAFTA region and a thorough knowledge of bottomweight woven fabric capability in the region made inquiries of its network of suppliers and other contacts in the DR-CAFTA region. As is documented below, these efforts were unsuccessful in identifying any one who could weave and cut the corduroy fabrics described above. 

The following information sets forth the firms and associations that were contacted with regard to whether they could make the subject fabrics described above.  All communications were done via email or by telephone and copies of the email communications appear in Exhibit A. 

The companies and organizations listed below were contacted initially on July 28, 2008 by e-mail or telephone and asked if they or, where relevant, their member companies, were able to supply the fabrics described in this petition.  Companies and organizations not responding by the requested 10 business days were contacted again on August 15, 2008.  A reply was requested within 5 business days, or August 22, 2008.  None of the parties contacted requested fabric samples and Swift Galey did not provide any.  Detailed product descriptions were provided consistent with the product descriptions above.

Alice Manufacturing Co.


P.O. Box 369


Easley, SC 29641

Bradley (Brad) Wurst, President

bwurst@alicemillsinc.com
Erik Nees, VP, Sales

eneees@alicemillsinc.com
7/30/08:  E. Nees replied that Alice does not make corduroy.

Central Mills/Cotswold Ind

           10 East 40th. St., Suite 3410

           New York, NY 10016

James McKinnon, Manager, Global

Support

james@cotswoldindustries.com

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

Greenwood Mills

         434 New York Ave.

         Huntington, NY 11746 

Gary Niederauer,
                        gniederauer@greenwoodmills.com
Vice President Sales

7/30/08 G. Niederauer replied that Geeenwood no longer cuts corduroy.

Hamrick Mills, Inc.

         515 W. Buford St.

         Gaffney, SC 29341

         Jim Hopkins, Sales Rep.

jhopkins@hamrickmills.com

7/30/08 J. Hopkins replied that Hamrick Mills does not make corduroy.

Inman Mills

        300 Park Rd.

        Inman, SC 29349

Benjamin Truslow,

Sales Manager

btruslow@inmanmills.com
7/30/08 B. Truslow replied that Inman has no cutting capability.

International Textile Group (ITG)

        894 Green Valley

        Greensboro, NC 27408

Chuck Hirsch,

National Sales Manager, Burlington

chuck.hirsch@itg-global.com
7/30/08 Chuck Hirsch replied that ITG was not able to bid on the request.

Milliken & Company

       910 16th. St., NW, # 402

       Washington, DC 20006

Kathi Dutilh, Government

Relations Associate



kdutilh@millikendc.com 



No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

Mount Vernon

       P.O. Box 100

       Mauldin, SC 29662

David Thrailkill,

VP Marketing

DavidTh@mvmills.com
8/4/08 D. Thrailkill replied that Mt. Vernon does not make corduroy. 

Springfield, LLC

       500 Lakeside Parkway

       Rock hill, SC 29730

Len Fishman, VP Merchandising
len.fishman@springfieldllc.com

7/30/08 L. Fishman replied that Springfield does not produce corduroy.

Wade Industries

       76 Mill St.

       Wadesboro, NC 28170

Mickey Langford, Sales Rep.
Tel. 706-782-3239 



Messages left; no response to telephone calls.

Monte Textil S.A.

       Carretera  Mayan Golf

       Villa Nueva, Guatemala

Juan Carlos Castaneda,
juancarlos@textisur.com
Export Manager
                        8/25/08 J.C. Castaneda replied that Monte Textil cannot produce corduroy.
Textiles Amatitlan, S.A., aka

Industrias Liztex

       1359 Broadway

       New York, NY 10018

       and Parques del Lago

       Amatitlan, Guatemala City, Guatemala

Jose Habie, President
textile@liztex.com

Saul Mishan, Sales Mgr.
saul@liztex.com

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

National Coalition

  of Textile Organizations

       910 17th. St., NW

       Washington, DC 20006

Michael Hubbard, VP
mhubbard@ncto.org

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

American Manufacturing Trade

  Action Coalition

       910 16th. St., NW

       Washington, DC 20006

Augustine (Auggie) Tantillo,

Executive Director

Sara Ormond, Associate
atantillo@amtacdc.org

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

National Textile Association

       6 Beacon St., Boston, MA 02108

David Trumbull
dtrumbull@nationaltextile.org
Director, Member Services
8/12/08 D.Trumbull replied that he did not believe any NTA members make corduroy.

American Apparel Producers'

Network

       P. O. Box 720693

       Atlanta, GA 30358

Mike Todaro,

Managing Director
source@aapnetwork.net and Miketodaro@mindspring.com

7/28/08 M. Todaro replied that he had asked his members to contact Swift Galey if they produced corduroy. 


No responses from any AAPN members to the request in the above e-mail.

[Guatemala] Apparel

and Textile Industry

Commission – VESTEX-

        15 Avenida 14-72

        Zona 13

        Guatemala City, Guatemala

Liggia Barrios,

Marketing and Promotion
lbarrios@apparel.com.gt

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

The Nicaraguan Apparel &

Textile Manufacturers Association

(Anitec)
        Zona Franca ”Las Mercedes

        Carretara Norte Bldg. 29

        Managua, Nicaragua

Carlos Sandino,

President
nicaind@aol.com

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

Union de Industriales

Textiles (Unitex) – El Salvador
        Calle Liverpool y Calle Roma,

        Edificio ASI, Col. Roma

        San, Salvador, El Salvador

Ingrid Burgos, Executive Director
unitex_99@telesal.net

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

Honduran Manufacturers

Association

        Edificio Yude Canahuati

        3er y 4to Piso

        Avenida Circunvalacion, S.O.

        San Pedro Sula, Cortes

        Honduras, C.A.

Angela Castillo,

Director Promocion
promocion@ahm-honduras.com and



directorejecutivo@ahm-honduras.com

No response to initial and follow-up e-mails.

SUBSTITUTABLE PRODUCTS

Corduroy is a unique cut-filling pile fabric with wales of varying widths running in the warp direction.  It is widely recognized that no acceptable substitutes exist for corduroy and, specifically for the fabrics described in this request.  No company or organization contacted offered any substitute fabrics.

CONCLUSION

As a result of these inquiries, Swift Galey is firmly of the conviction that the subject fabrics are not available in the U.S. or the Dominican Republic/CAFTA region and that no acceptable substitute exists.  Therefore, on behalf of Swift Galey, we respectfully request that the fabrics described above be designated as being in unrestricted short supply. 

If you have any questions or require further information with regard to this request, please contact me at 202 302-0754 or cmoore@amstradeservices.com .






Sincerely,






Carlos Moore






business confidential information

Exhibit A

Requests for Quotes and Replies

            ********************************************************
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