EMBAJADA   DE   LA   REPÚBLICA   DOMINICANA

1715 22ND STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON,   D. C.   20008 

EDW-243-07

July 9, 2007

Mr. R. Matthew Priest

Chairman

Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements

U.S. Department of Commerce

Room H3100A

14th Street & Constitution Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20230

Re:  Rebuttal Comments to DR-CAFTA Short Supply Request by Monte Textil /File Number 23.2007.06.28.Fabric.Governmentof the Dominican Republic

Dear Mr. Chairman:


The following rebuttal comments are being submitted in response to Comments made by Monte Textil regarding our request to add certain fabrics to Annex 3.25 of the DR-CAFTA (File number 23.2007.06.18.Fabric.GovernmetnoftheDominicanRepublic).


The comments submitted by Monte Textl should be rejected by the Committee because they do not fulfill the requirements for submitting a response with an offer in a commercial availability proceeding as required under the Committee’s Final Procedures for Considering Requests Under the Commercial Availability Provision of the Dominican Republic – Central America United States Free Trade Agreement (Agreement (Federal Register Vol. 72, #13256 - hereinafter “Procedures”).  Further, Monte Textil has failed to demonstrate that it has the capability to make some or all of the fabrics in question.  


Paragraph 6(a) of the Procedures require an interested party to provide “an offer to supply the subject product as described in the request.”  Monte Textil does not do so.  It merely states its ability to make the subject fabrics and objects to the fabrics at issue being added to Annex 3.25.  Paragraph 7 of the Procedures also states that “general comments in support or opposition to a Request…do not meet the requirements of a Rebuttal Comment”.  Since Monte Textil does not make an offer as required under the Procedures, its comments should be viewed as mere “general comments in opposition” and should be rejected by the Committee.


Paragraph 6(b)(3) requires commenters to report the quantity(ies) that it produced of the subject product(s) in the preceding 24-month period. However, the comments provided by Monte Textile do not do so.  Presumably, the company has not produced ANY of the subject fabrics during the past 24 months.  Given the lack of any actual production of the specific items at issue, it is incumbent on the responder to provide samples of each fabric in order to fully document its ability to make such fabrics.  While such samples were requested several weeks ago, no samples have been provided, nor has Monte Texil  provided any indication that it would do so.


Monte Texti’s comments, as well as its website, www.textisur.com, provide significant information with respect to the company’s ability to make certain fabrics.  A review of these documents, however, raises serious questions as to its ability to make the fabrics at issue.  For example, one of the fabrics in our request is a lightweight (118 grams per square meter) open work (emphasis added) warp knit for children's sleepwear. Monte Textil's website says it makes athletic wear warp knits.  These are significantly different types of fabrics.   Another fabric (No. 16) requires a dobby attachment on the loom(s). Neither Monte Textil's letter nor its website indicate that it has dobby attachments. Monte Textil's website says that its only dyeing method is the cold pad batch method. This is a slow process compared to pad-steam continuous dyeing, the preferred method for dyeing cotton and cotton blend fabrics.  


Given these discrepancies, it is necessary the Monte Texil produce samples of each fabric for which it claims it can make.  


We note that CITA has required interested parties to adhere strictly to its Procedures in the process of considering other requests for short supply designations.   Monte Textile has failed to so on numerous points.  CITA should therefore reject its comments outright.


Finally, the fabrics for which Monte Textil claims it can make contain a variety of weaves, fibers, yarns sizes and other characteristics.  It is doubtful that a single mill can produce all of these fabrics simultaneously without seriously jeopardizing efficiency.

Sincerely,

Flavio D. Espinal

Ambassador


