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July 3, 2007

Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman                                      


 
Committee for the Implementation of

Textile Agreements

U.S. Department of Commerce

14th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Room H3001A

Washington, D.C.  20230

Re:
Request Under the Commercial Availability Provision of the Dominican-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act

Raschel Knit Open Work Crepe Fabric

Dear Mr. Priest:

On behalf of Hansoll Textile, Ltd., of Seoul, Korea, and pursuant to the provisions of Section 203(o)(4) of the Dominican Republic-Central American-United States Free Trade Agreement (“DR-CAFTA”) Implementation Act (“the Act”) and the Federal Register Notice of March 15, 2007 published by the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements, we submit this request regarding a modification to the list of fabrics, yarns and fibers not available in commercial quantities in a timely manner in the countries of the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement, and request that the subject fabric be placed in a timely manner on the list in Annex 3.25 of the Agreement. 

DETAILED PRODUCT INFORMATION

The fabric type is a raschel knit open work crepe with a fiber content of 73% viscose rayon, 24% nylon, and 3% spandex.  The yarns required are 20/2 spun viscose rayon, 57 denier, 10 filament nylon, and 210 denier spandex wrapped around 70 denier nylon.  The HTS Subheadings are 6005.42.00.10; 6005.44.00.10.  The weight is 0.23kg per square meter (0.659 linear yards per lb) with tolerance of +/- 5%.  The width is not less than 137 cm (54 inches) cuttable for solid piece dyed goods, and not less than 147.32 cm (58 inches) cuttable for printed goods.  The fabric must be knit with small interstices representing about 15% of the total surface area and have a crepe or "blistered" appearance. The stated denier of the spandex yarn is in its condition received by the mill from the fiber producer, and yarns must comply with the rules of origin requirements of the FTA. 

Complete details of the fabric’s composition and physical parameters are shown on the accompanying Appendix. Prospective suppliers should take note of the following:

     QUANTITY

Hansoll Textile. Ltd. requires 224,000 kilograms delivered to Guatemala between October 2007 and December 2007 (approximately 22,400 kg on a weekly basis).

DUE DILIGENCE

We have contacted several domestic associations which represent textile producers and knitting interests in the United States as well as producers and knitting interests in the DR-CAFTA region. These efforts did not result in identifying any parties that were able to produce the subject merchandise.  

The following information sets forth the firms and associations that were contacted with regard to whether they could make the subject fabrics described in the Appendix.  The business confidential documentary confirmations of the contacts are provided with the confidential version of our submission.  All communications were done via email unless otherwise noted.

       Association:

       National Textile Association

David Trumbull

(dtrumbull@nationaltextile.org)


Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (1)

Nature of Request:
Contact information for members capable of producing subject fabric 

Follow up:
June 25, 2007 (1)

Reply and Date:
No response received from this association.
       Association:

       NCTO 




       Mike Hubbard




       (mhubbard@ncto.org)

Date Contacted:
June 19, 2007 (2A)

Nature of Request:
Contact information for members capable of producing subject fabric. (2A)

Reply and Date:
Mike Hubbard responded on June 22, 2007 that he would respond later that day.

Follow-up:
No response was received so a second inquiry was sent on June 26, 2007.  

Reply and Date:
Mike Hubbard responded on the same date (June 26, 2007) that he thought Industrias Liztex was making the fabric. (2B) 

Follow-up:
Contacted Saul Mishaan at Industrias Liztex on June 27, 2007 to inquire if Industrias Liztex had the required machinery to manufacture such fabric.  (2C)

Reply and Date:
Saul Mishaan responded  on June 28, 2007 that they did not have such machinery.  (2C)

Follow-up:
As a further follow-up, contacted Saul Mishaan again on July 12, 2007 to inquire regarding the ability to supply subject merchandise. (2D)

Reply and Date:
Saul Mishaan responded on July 13, 2007 that Liztex had no raschel looms. (2D)

Association:
AMTAC


Auggie Tantillo

Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (3A)

Nature of request:
Contact for members capable of producing subject fabric (3A)

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (3A)

Reply and Date:
No response from this association in reply to this message. However, there was an email outlining a new extended period of review procedure for short supply inquiries received by AMTAC. (3B)

Association:
Nicaraguan Textile and Apparel Association

Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (4)

Nature of Request:
Contact for member ability of producing subject fabric

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (4)

Reply and Date:
No response from this association

Association:
Honduran Manufacturers Association


Angela Castillo

Date Contacted:
June 19, 2007(5)

Nature of Request:
Contact for members capable for producing subject fabric

Reply and Date:
Responded with a list of manufacturers in Honduras.  June 19, 2007.


None have the necessary equipment for the specific fabric. (5)

Company:
Milliken 


Karen Edwards

Date Contacted:               June 18, 2007 (6)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to supply subject merchandise.
Reply and Date:
Received notice on June 19, 2007 that the company does not make the product. (6)

Company:
FAB Industries


Steve Meyer

Date Contacted:
June 19, 2007 (7)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to supply subject merchandise.

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007. (7)

Reply and Date:
No reply to emails.

Company:
Textufil


Hector Rico

Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (8A)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to supply merchandise 

Follow-up:
Second request on June 26, 2007 (8A)

Reply and Date:
June 26, 2007.  Company does not make the fabric. (8B)

Company:
Unitex


Ingrid Burgos

Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (9A)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to supply merchandise.

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (9A)

Reply and Date:
Company does not make the fabric.  June 25, 2007. (9B)

Company:
St. Jacks


Sergio Siman

Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (10A)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to supply merchandise.

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (10A)

Reply and Date:
Company does not produce the fabric.  June 25, 2007. (10B)

Company:
Elasticcorp

Date Contacted:
June 20, 2007 (11)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to supply merchandise.

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (11)

Reply and Date:
No reply.
Company:
Lacetex SA 

Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (12A)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (12A)

Reply and Date:
Company cannot make the fabric.  June 27, 2007 (12B)
Company:
Caralcolknits
Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (13)

Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.

Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (13)
Reply and Date:
No response received.
Company:
I.C.A.T., S.A. DE C.V

Antonio Rivas

Date Contacted:
June 18, 2007 (14A)
Nature of Request:
Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.
Follow-up:
June 25, 2007 (14A)
Reply and Date:
June 26, 2007.  Company cannot produce specific fabric. (14B)
As a result of these inquiries, we and Hansoll Textile, Ltd. do not believe that the subject fabric is available in the region and we request that it be added to Annex 3.25.

SUBSTITUTABLE PRODUCTS


              Fabrics which do not incorporate the yarn types described herein or are knit on a machine different from that described are substitutable for the subject fabric. The aesthetics - a soft hand and appearance - require the yarns and machinery specified. The appearance - a complicated (16 bar) crepe-like "blister" stitch with regular open work interstices, is essential. This is the "look" which Hansoll has contracted to meet the order requirements of its customer, [***].
If you have any questions or require further information with regard to this request, please contact Kevin Koonce (202)-742-4490 or kkoonce@theleejohnsongroup.com.

Sorini and Samet, LLC
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Andrew Samet, Principal
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Kevin Koonce, Senior Director

Appendix

HTS Subheadings                              6005.42.00.10; 6005.44.00.10

Fabric Description                            Raschel knit open work crepe stitch

Overall fiber content                         73% viscose rayon / 24% nylon / 3% spandex

Constituent yarns                               1.) 32/2 to 36/2 metric (18.9/2 to 21.2/2 English)

                                                                 spun viscose rayon 

                                                           2.) 163.7 to152.4 metric (55 to 59 denier) /

                                                                 10 filament nylon

                                                           3.)  43.3 to 42.9 metric (208 to 210 denier) 

                                                                 spandex wrapped around 132 to 125 metric

                                                                 (68 to 72 denier) nylon

Machine gauge                                                        18

Number of bars                                                       16

Width                                                 Not less than 137 centimeters (54 inches) cuttable

                                                           for piece dyed goods; not less than 147.32 centimeters 

                                                           (58 inches) for printed goods

Weight                                                0.23 kg. per square meter (0.659 linear yards

                                                            per lb.), plus or minus 5 per cent

Coloration                                          (Piece) dyed; printed

                                                           Note: this fabric has a unique “blistered” face

                                                           requiring each of the constituent yarns to be fed

                                                           separately, with small, regular open-work

                                                           interstices.  
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