July 11, 2007

Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman

Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements

U.S. Department of Commerce

Room H3100

14th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Priest:

Response in a CAFTA Commercial Availability Proceeding

File # 24.2007.07.06.Fabric.ST&RforAscottLLC 

I am writing to object to the short supply request filed by ST&R for Ascott LLC. Copland Fabrics, Inc. and Copland Industries, Inc. are U.S. producers of quality filament polyester fabrics. We have four plants based in Burlington, N.C. with both weaving and finishing capabilities. The fabric described in short supply is as follows:


100% textured filament polyester


57 to 62 inches wide


133 to 137 warp ends per inch (73 to 77 denier / 288 filaments)


82 to 86 filling picks per inch (148 to 152 denier / unspecified filaments)


Dyed and Printed in various colors

This fabric is a generic apparel lining that could be made completely from domestic U.S. sources. 

Copland weaves products from 47” wide to 72” wide of a variety of constructions of filament polyester. We currently run micro denier polyester for a different trade that is dyed domestically. We weave in excess of 25 million yards annually of 100% textured filament polyester and the volumes requested would not be a problem. We do not currently weave and finish this exact product, but we do weave very similar constructions and could easily supply this product in a commercially available form.

We propose this exact fabric as a substitute:


100% textured filament polyester


60 inches wide


135 warp ends per inch (70 denier / 200 filaments)


85 filling picks per inch (150 denier)

This product could be dyed and printed at either Duro Finishing or at Carlisle Finishing. I have spoken with Gail Strickler at Duro and Mike Vecchione at Carlisle and they both express interest and indicate the dying and finishing parameters are normal. I have spoken with Unifi and already have pricing on the yarns in the fabric and Unifi would be happy to supply us these yarns.

No human could tell the difference in our substitutable fabric to the fabric proposed in short supply. You would need a microscope to count the filament differences and the performance characteristics would be identical. This petition, if approved, would be damaging to the entire U.S. woven polyester manufacturing business. 

Please contact us directly if you need any further information or clarification.

Respectfully submitted,

Jason C. Copland

President and Treasurer

Due Diligence Certification

I, Jason C. Copland, President of Copland Fabrics, Inc. and Copland Industries, Inc., certify that (1) I have read the attached submission, and (2) the information contained in the submission is, to the best of my knowledge, complete and accurate.

By ________________________

Jason C. Copland

President

Copland Fabrics, Inc. and Copland Industries, Inc.

