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Mr. R. Matthew Priest, Chairman

Committee for the Implementation of

   Textile Agreements

U.S. Department of Commerce

Room H3001A

14th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W.                                    PUBLIC VERSION

Washington, D.C.  20230

Re:   Petition Regarding the Commercial Availability of Certain Knit Fabric

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of Garan Manufacturing Corp., Starkville, MS, we herewith submit this request regarding a finding of commercial non-availability pursuant to the provisions of Section 203(o)(4) of the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement (“DR-CAFTA”) Implementation Act and your Federal Register notice of March 15, 2007 with respect to certain knit fabric which Garan wishes to use in the manufacture of apparel in a DR-CAFTA partner country. By means of this letter, we request that the subject fabric be added to Annex 3.25 of the Agreement.

The fabric in question is a circular knit three end fleece fabric very similar to the fabrics that the Committee previously declared not commercially available in response to a request made on behalf of Intradeco Apparel. (Ref. 19.2007.03.16.Fabric.ST&RforIntradeco) and is classified under HTS subheading 6001.21) Fabric specifications are shown in the accompanying Exhibit with the additional stipulation that the technical back be heavily napped to produce a fabric thickness of not less than 4.5 millimeters, including the napped pile. Additionally, a portion of the fabric is brushed on the technical face to produce a sueded hand and appearance and a portion is treated with a stain release finish. Finally, the following performance criteria must be satisfied:

· Vertical and horizontal shrinkage must be less than 5%

· Torque may not exceed 4%

· All fabrics must have a Class 1 flammability rating

· For optimum fabric integrity and stitch definition, this

fabric must be knit on machines whose number of

yarn feeds is a multiple of 3. 

We have contacted all those entities with which we corresponded with regard to our earlier requests on behalf of Intradeco. None has indicated an ability or desire to supply the subject fabric. Furthermore, we have been told by a large vendor of circular knitting machines that three end fleece machines of the gauge stated in the Exhibit are not in place in the DR-CAFTA region.

Garan’s quantity requirements are set forth in the exhibit.

                                          Due Diligence 

         The following firms and associations were contacted and asked if they or their members could supply the subject fabrics. Full product details, as set forth in the Exhibit, and performance criteria as noted above were provided:

Associations: 

National Association of Textile Organizations

National Textile Association

American Manufacturing Trade Action Coalition

Contacts:  

Michael Hubbard (mhubbard@ncto.org)

David Trumbull (dtrumbull@national textile.org)

Augustine Tantillo  (atantillo@amtacdc.org)

Contact date:   May 29, 2007.  Inquiry regarding members’ ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Response / date:   No responses received.  

Association: Adozona (DR Association)

Contact/Email: José M. Torres adozona@codetel.net.do

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding members’ ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance:  
No responses received.  

Company: UNITEX
Contact/Email: Unitex_gg@telesal.net

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: June 8 / Advised they would respond on June 13.  No further responses received. 
Association: Guatemala Apparel and Textile Association / VESTEX

Contact/Email: Irene Gonzalez / igonzalez@apparel.com.gt

Initial Contact/Date/Substance:  A list of Guatemalan fabric manufacturers was previously obtained from the Association.  The companies identified as fabric knitters were separately contacted.  (See below).

Association: Honduran Manufacturers Association

Contact/Email: Angela Castillo / promocion@ahm-honduras.com
Initial Contact/Date/Substance:  A list of Honduran fabric manufacturers was previously obtained from the Association.   The companies identified as fabric knitters were separately contacted.  (See below).

Association: Nicaraguan Textile & Apparel Association

Contact/Email: nicaind@aol.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding members’ ability to produce subject merchandise 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request. 

Response/Date/Substance:  
No responses received.  
COMPANIES:

United States:

Firm:  Alamac American Knits

Contact:  Ron Giacone  (ron.giacone@alamacusa.com)

Contact date:  May 25, 2007.  Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise 

Response / date:  Alamac does not produce the subject fabric.   May 29, 2007 

Firm: LJ Knit Sales

Contact:  Jay Steinberg   (jaysteinbergmsv@comcast.net)

Contact date:  May 29, 2007 Inquiry regarding members’ to produce subject merchandise 

Response / date:  LJ cannot supply. Furthermore, does not know of any knitters in the U.S. with the required equipment. 

Firm: Global Engineered Materials Corp.

Contact:  Bruce Hauser  (bhauser31@aol.com)

Contact date:  May 29, 2007 Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise 

Response / date:  No response received

Firm:  Milliken & Co.

Contact:  Kathi Dutilh  (kdutilh@millikendc.com
Contact date:  May 29, 2007
Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise 

Response / date:  Milliken does not make. June 8, 2007. 

Firm: Vanguard Supreme

Contact:  General

Contact date:  May 30, 2007.  Inquiry regarding knitting machinery installed in the DR-CAFTA region.  

Comment:  Vanguard Supreme is one of the largest vendors of circular knitting machinery in the hemisphere.

Response/Date:  Replied that it knows of no mill knitting three-end fleece in the gauges specified in the DR-CAFTA region. 

       Guatemala:

Company: Alcatextil

Contact/Email: Ana Santos / shkim@alcatextil.com 

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: America Textil / Ametex

Contact/Email: Marco Tulio Bautista / americatextil@intelnet.net.gt 

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Amtex Guatemala
Contact/Email: Adrian Hernandez / Adrian@prideguatemala.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Broadcloth
Contact/Email: Wilfredo Garcia Sanchez / textil@guate.net

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  
Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Confecciones Anice / Conamsa
Contact/Email: Munir Massis / munir@terra.com.gt; tejisamira@turbonett.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Empresa Industrial Cantel
Contact/Email: Pablo Garcia Salas / pablogs@itelgua.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Fabrica De Tejidos Samira

Contact/Email: Munir Massis / tejisamira@turbonett.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Fabrica La Roca

Contact/Email: Alejandro Arnau / nrivera@flaroca.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Frazima Concepción/Monte Textile

Contact/Email: Juan Carlos Castaneda / juancarlos@textisur.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: FSTEX

Contact/Email: Hans W. Schieber V. / hwsvl@yahoo.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Grupo Imperial

Contact/Email: Roberto Zaid / textiles@imperialtex.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.   

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Hilos Y Telas

Contact/Email: Antonio Malouf / ramalouf@hilosytelas.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: ICITEX

Contact/Email: Guillermo Zaid / ribbons@tejidospolitex.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Industria Textile / INDUTEX

Contact/Email: Federico Zimeri / operaciones@toallasfaxel.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Industrias Liztex

Contact/Email: Saul Mishan & Al Dinunzio/ saul@liztex.com & aldinunzio@liztexnyc.com
Initial Contact/Date/Substance: June 26 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: Company does not make three-end fleece 

Company: J. H. Brostex

Contact/Email: Byung Taek Chung / brostex@daum.net

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Jae Sung Guatemala

Contact/Email/Phone/Fax:  Jae Ho Lim / js_tex@jaesung-tex.co.kr; mathbeem@jaesung-tex.co.kr / (502) 78389442; 45; (502) 78827362 / (502)78389456

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response: May 29 / Problem with recipient’s server. 

Second Contact: May 29 / Inquiry sent via fax – failed. 

Company: Jung Woo Textiles

Contact/Email: Ines Lee / Guatemala@jungwootextile.com; rnilove@hanmail.net

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Kum’Otex Guatemala

YOUNG KYU PARK; ykpark@ kumotex.co.kr

Initial Contact: June 1 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: June 2 / Company knows of no facility with the ability to produce this product. 

Company: Lacetex

Contact/Email: Ricardo Gharzouzi / info@lacetex.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Manufacturas Textiles Perfecta

Contact/Email: Enrique Zimeri Gandara; Abraham Zimeri Gandara / perfecta@guate.net.gt; textiles@textilesperfecta.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Mayotex

Contact/Email: Raymond Zaid / rzaid@turbonett.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Megatextil’s

Contact/Email/Phone/Fax: Sung Deok Kim / megatextiles@hanmail.net / (502)66330549; 78799178 / (502)66330506

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Modas Amor

Contact/Email: Chang Ok Yoo / changoky@hanmail.net

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Modas Han Kil

Contact/Email: Chang Ok Yoo / mkeo728@hanmail.net

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Parktland

Contact/Email: Bryan Quan / parktland@apparel.com.gt

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: May 29 / Company replied that it was making the fabric, although of a significantly different weight.  Company also had several questions regarding specifications. 

June 4 / Provided prices. 

Follow up:  June 7/Requested confirmation that the company could produce the subject merchandise as specified.

Response: Company provided information on number and type of knitting machines.  None of which could be used to make the subject merchandise since they were of a differing gauge. 
Follow up:  Requested confirmation on company’s ability to produce subject merchandise as specified, including correct fabric weight and in the correct gauges and in the quantities required.  

Response:  No further communications received.

Company: Parracana

Contact/Email: Raul Ibarguen Pujol / parracanacantel@yahoo.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 via fax/ Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Rosazu

Contact/Email: Francisco Goenz; Luis Guzman /  luis.guzman@imerlet.com; francisco.goenz@imerlet.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: June 8 / Company advised that it is not able to produce subject merchandise. 

Company: Selim Guatemala

Contact/Email: Jeong Woo Hong / wild478@daum.net; wild478@hotmail.com; jlperea@hotmail.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Supratextiles

Contact/Email: Raul Ibarguen Garcia-Salas / rigs@itelgua.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Tejidos Berlin

Contact/Email: Horst Wandel Raiser / berlin@terra.com.gt

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: May 29 / Company does not produce subject merchandise. 
Company: Tejidos Mundiales

Contact/Email: Stefan Meany / tejidos_mundiales@hilosytelas.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Texpasa

Contact/Email: Rene Castaneda / rcastaneda@texpasa.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 
Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Textilera Santa Emilia

Contact/Email: Alberto Zimeri Gandara;Carlos Zimeri Gandara / textiles@textilesperfecta.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Textiles Capuano/ Textiles Catania

Contact/Email: Alejandro Ortega / aob@textilescapuano.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: June 8 / Unable to produce. Listed some companies that they suspected could possibly produce the fabric.
Comment:  Each suggested company was separately contacted.

Company: Textiles Del Pacifico

Contact/Email: Rene Castaneda / aguerra@texpasa.com; rcastaneda@texpasa.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Textiles Modernos

Contact/Email: Ligia Maria Illescas / texmosairis@citel.com.gt

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Worldfama / ALPHA TRADING
Contact/Email/Phone/Fax: Hak Rae Kim / alphatextil@intelnett.com / (502) 78379450; 78389454; (502) 7882-7356;57 /  (502) 7882-7352 

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 
Response:  May 29 / Problem with recipient’s server. 

Second Contact: May 31 / Inquiry sent via fax. 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Honduras:

Company: AKH

Contact/Email: Tem Mclnville / temm@anvilknitwear.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: May 29 / Company is not currently accepting any orders. 
Company: Caracol Knits
Contact/Email: Erick Rodriguez / erodriguez@caracolknits.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Response/Date/Substance: May 29 / Email address does not exist. 

Second Contact: June 28 / Fax attempted, number does not exist. 

Company: Coral Knits
Contact/Email: Gerson Fajardo / gtorre@coralknits.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  
Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Cottonwise Textiles
Contact/Email/Fax: Mu Hyun Han / cottonwise@cottonwise.com / (504)554-0882

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response:  May 29 / Problem with recipient’s server. 

Second Contact: May 29 / Inquiry sent via fax. 

Response: May 29 / Company does not produce subject merchandise.  

Company: ELCATEX
Contact/Email: Jesus Canahuati / chuy@elcatex.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Gildan Activewear Honduras Textile Company
Contact/Email: Antonio Hepburn / ahepburn@guildan.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Industrias Continental
Contact/Email: Roberto Diban Canahuati / rdibaninco@sigmanet.hn

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: RLA Manufacturing
Contact/Email: Philip Holloway / garciaedy@russellcorp.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Shin Sung Honduras
Contact/Email: Jeong Yang Gi / jose@shinsung.hn

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise. 

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Sky Textile Honduras
Contact/Email: Ken Tai / ken_tai@oceanskyintl.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Response/Date/Substance: May 29 / Mill has closed down. 
Company: Woong Chun Honduras
Contact/Email: Brian Kwon / padrino@woongchun.com

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 8 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

Company: Yangtex
Contact/Email/Phone/Fax: Fernando Yang / yangtex@yangtex.com.hn / (504) 672-1616; 21 / (504)672-1701

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: May 29 / Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.

Response: May 29 / Email address does not exist. 

Second Contact: June 28 / Fax attempted, number does not exist. 

El Salvador

Company: Duraflex-Politex 

Contact/Email: Edwin Zamora / edwinz@duraflex-poliotex.com 

Initial Contact/Date/Substance: June 26/ Inquiry regarding ability to produce subject merchandise.  

Second Contact: June 27 / Second request 

Response/Date/Substance: No responses received.

                                    Substitutable Products
          No fabric which differs from the fiber content, yarn sizes, gauge or width specified herein is substitutable for the subject fabric. No fabric in which the three constituent yarns are not separately fed is substitutable.  Neither Garan nor its customers will accept fabric which does not equal or exceed the stated performance characteristics.


Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Mark Haney or Charles Bremer by telephone at (202)216‑9307 or via e-mail to mhaney@strtrade.com or cbremer@strtrade.com.

Sincerely,

Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A.
       [image: image1.png]



Beth C. Ring

Senior Partner

EXHIBIT

(English Measurements In Parentheses)

HTS Subheading
             6001.21

Fiber Content

70% cotton / 30% polyester

Average Yarn Number
Face yarn : 50/1 to 57/1 metric 100% combed cotton

                                                                   (30/1 to 34/1 100% combed cotton)

                                                Tie yarn:  100% filament polyester, 179 metric / 

                                                                  48 filaments

                                                                 (50 denier / 48 filaments)

                                                 Fleece yarn: 18/1 to 20/1 metric 60% combed cotton /

                                                                      40% polyester

                                                                     (9/1 to 12/1 60% combed cotton / 40%

                                                                     polyester)

Gauge                                      20

Weight


271 to 300 grams per square meter

(8.0 to 8.85 ounces per square yard)

Width



152 to 183 centimeters

(60 to 72 inches)

Finish



(Piece) dyed; printed

Quantity:                             1. 361 million kilograms (3.0 million lbs delivered

                                              January – June, 2008

	washington, dc

 
	new york

 
	baltimore

 
	san francisco

 
	chicago
	buenos aires
	los angeles


	washington, dc

 
	new york

 
	atlanta

 
	baltimore

 
	san francisco

 
	mexico city

 
	Chicago
	Buenos Aires



