                                                May 2, 2006

Mr. James C. Leonard III, Chairman

Committee for the Implementation

of Textile Agreements – Room H3001 A

U.S. Department of Commerce

14th Street & Constitution Avenue

Washington, DC    20230

    Re: Petition Regarding the Commercial Availability of Certain Woven Fabrics

Dear Mr. Leonard:

          On behalf of B*W*A of  New York City, we herewith submit this request regarding a finding of commercial availability pursuant to the provisions of Section 203 (o)(4) of the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement (‘’DR-CAFTA’’ ) Implementation Act and your Federal Register notice dated February 21, 2006 with respect to certain woven fabrics which our client wishes to use in the production of apparel in El Salvador. By means of this letter, we request that the instant fabrics be added to Annex 3.25 of the Agreement

           The fabrics in question are yarn dyed woven 100% cotton napped fabrics (flannels) of three or four-thread twill classifiable underTS HTS subheading 5208.43.00. The relevant construction details and subheadings are set forth in the accompanying Exhibit, but the salient features of these fabrics are as follows:

· Both warp and filling yarns are from 84 to 86 metric

count, ring spun and combed.

· The fabrics are napped on both sides.

· The yarns are dyed with fiber reactive dyes.
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             It should be noted by the Committee as well as prospective respondents that due to the fineness of the yarns employed in these fabrics, considerable expertise in napping and finishing is required to prevent serious degradation of the fabrics’ appearance and strength. The Committee is also asked to take note of the fact that B*W*A has in the past received favorable determinations from the Committee pursuant to CBTPA regarding the commercial availability of related napped woven cotton fabrics which are less difficult to make than the instant fabrics. Furthermore, the Committee’s attention is drawn to the U.S. International Trade Commission’s Report of Investigation No. 332-473-002, attached hereto, which says, with respect to the fabrics the subject of this request :
                        ‘’The Commission is also unaware of any domestic production

                        of  the subject flannel fabrics.’’
             We have contacted all domestic weavers of cotton flannel fabrics known to us and none has indicated an ability or desire to produce the instant fabrics. (See accompanying Annex). B*W*A, which has a long history of doing business in El Salvador and is familiar with the local industry, is firmly of the opinion that there are no weaving mills in El Salvador capable of making the instant fabrics. Likewise, neither we nor B*W*A know of any mills in Nicaragua or Honduras, which recently implemented DR-CAFTA, capable of making the instant fabric. To verify this, we conducted a thorough search of Davison’s Textile Blue Book 2006, which purports to list all textile mills in the DR-CAFTA region with complete descriptions of their product lines. We found none stating they made the subject fabrics. We are aware that there are textile mills in countries other than El Salvador, Nicaragua and Honduras which are signatories to CAFTA, but B*W*A cannot use theur fabric in garments eligible for preferential treatment since they have not implemented DR-CAFTA.

           B*W*A requires that prospective respondents / suppliers have the ability to deliver 50,000 linear meters of the subject fabric to its assembler’s facility in El Salvador during the second half of June, 2006.
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          Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questions or require further information, please contact R.J. Sorini or Charles Bremer via telephone at (202) 216-9307 or by email to rsorini@strtrade.com or cbremer@strtrade.com

                                                                         Sincerely,

                                                                           Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A.
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________________________          _____________________________                     

Thomas G. Travis                                      Ronald J. Sorini, President

Managing Partner                                        Trade Negotiations and

                                                                           Legislative Affairs

    Attachments

                                                    Exhibit

                                (English measurements in parentheses)
HTS Subheading                                   5208.43.00
Fiber Content                                        100% Cotton

Average Yarn Number                 84 to 86 metric warp and filling
                                                        (49 to 51 English)
Thread Count                            39 to 66 warp ends per centimeter X

                                                  27 to 39 filling picks per centimeter

                                                   (99 to 168 warp ends per inch X
                                                     68 to 99 filling picks per inch)
Weave Type                                          3 or 4 thread twill

Weight                                        98 to 150 grams per square meter

                                                     (2.9 to 4.4 ounces per sq. yard)
Finish                                           Of yarns of different colors, plaids,

                                                 checks and stripes, napped on both 

                                                                     sides, pre-shrunk

                                                  Annex

The following firms were contacted regarding their ability to supply the fabrics the subject of this request:

Mount Vernon Mills, Greenville, SC – Richard Turner -  January 17, 2006 

  Reply: Does not make yarn dyed flannels

Avondale Mills, Graniteville, SC – Keith Hull – January 17, 2006 

  Reply: Does not make yarn dyed flannels

Wade Mfg., Wadesboro, NC – Bernard Hodges – January 17, 2006

  Reply: Not interested in making fabrics with 84 to 86 metric yarns

Carolina Mills, Maiden, NC – George Moretz – January 17, 2006

  Reply: No reply received. Carolina Mills has announced the liquidation

  of its weaving mill . (See  www.morganton.com/revlet/satellite)    
     Since no initial interest was expressed, no samples were provided to the above. Samples will be provided when initial interest is expressed. Likewise, no information regarding quantities or delivery dates was provided since no one indicated an initial interest in supplying any quantity at any time. Such information will be provided on a business confidential basis when initial interest is expressed.

    Acting on behalf of B*W*A, STR also contacted a mill in Guatemala – Liztex / Textiles Amatitlan - regarding the instant fabric. Repeated attempts to solicit input from Liztex by e-mail, fax and telephone with respect to the instant fabrics have been unavailing and no replies received.(See accompanying attachments). In any event, since Guatemala has not implemented DR-CAFTA and the U.S. has previously declared that fabric formed in any country which has not implemented DR-CAFTA cannot be used to make appparel in El Salvador eligible for preferential entry into the United States, the ability or inability of this mill to supply the instant fabric should not weigh on the Committee’s decision.
                 Due Diligence Certification

         I, Charles V. Bremer, of Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. (STR), counsel or representative to B*W*A, certify that

(1) I have read the attached submission, and

(2) based on the information collected by me and made available to me by Andrew Lerner of B*W*A, I have no reason to believe that this submission contains any material misrepresentation or omission of fact.

                                               ____________________________

                                                    Charles V. Bremer

           I, Andrew Lerner, President, currently employed by B*W*A, certify that I

(1) have read the attached submission, and

(2) the information contained in this submission is, to the best of my knowledge, complete and accurate

                                                            ________________________________________

                                                                                Andrew Lerner
