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DICOEX

U. S. Department of Commerce
International Trade Administration
Office of Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA)
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Attention: Janet Heinzen
Office Director
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary

Ref: Comments concept fabric "Wholly Formed" for U.S.- Dominican Republic 2 for 1
Program/ DR- CAFTA

Dear Janet Heinzen:

Kindly, | would like to take the opportunity to address you, our comments regarding the “wholly
formed” interpretation for fabric of the 2 for1 Program, benefit conferred to the Dominican
Republic under the DR- CAFTA.

On this matter, it is in our best interest to indicate that DR-CAFTA does not include
requirements for fabric finishing process, except as referred to Article 3.26: Most Favored
Nation tariff for certain goods, footnote 7 of this Article.

“For purposes of this paragraph, “wholly formed” means that all the production
processes and finishing operations, starting with the extrusion of filaments, strips, film,
or sheet, and including slitting a film or sheet into strip, or the spinning of all fibers into
yarn, or both, and ending with a finished yarn or plied yarn, took place in the territory of a
Party.”

Notwithstanding the preceding definition that applies for the purposes of the referred Article,
there is no express provision in relation to finishing processes such as: dyeing, printing,
etcetera; in other texts of the Agreement, nor the 2 for 1 Program legislation.

Taking into consideration that such processes are so extensive, pursuant to the producer’s
ultimate objective for the garment to be tailored; we share the opinion of our productive sectors,
in the sense of not including dyeing and finishing processes for fabrics, in the accreditation
requirements for the fabric "wholly formed" in the United States.
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Such inclusion undermines the objective pursued by the 2 for 1 Program and, would arise
negative consequences not only to our producers but also, to United States cloth exporters.

On behalf of the government of the Dominican Republic, we appreciate taking into account our
comments.

Sincerely,
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